
October 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday 5th October  Foundation Closed 

Friday 6th October  Foundation Closed 
Tuesday 10th October  School Photos (Individual and family) 

Wednesday 11th October Leeds Schools Cross Country (KS2 team)  
Friday 13th October  Harvest Celebration Assembly – 2.30  

Monday 16th October   Bikeability – Mississippi (all week) 

Thursday 19th October  Yangtze visit to Leeds Grand Theatre 
Friday 20th October   Break for Half Term 

Tuesday 31st October School Reopens 
Monday 6th November   Book Week – Book Fair in school 

    Whinmoor Library Lego Activities 4.00 – 5.00pm 

Wednesday 8th November Parents Consultation Evening 3.30pm – 7.00pm 
Thursday 9th November   Dan-Ingham Brown – author visit to school 

    Michael Rosen – author visit (year groups to be confirmed) 
Friday 10th November  Zambezi visit to Water Treatment Centre 

    Flu vaccinations – year 1,2,3 

 

School Term dates: 

Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 4th September 2017 Friday 20th October Half term: 21st Oct– 29th Oct 

Monday 30th October 2017 Friday 15th December Christmas: 16th Dec – 1st Jan 

Tuesday 2nd January 2018 Friday 9th February Half term: 10th Feb  -18th Feb 

Monday 19th February 2018 Thursday 29th March Easter: 30th March – 15th April 

Monday 16th April 2018 Friday 4th May May Bank: 5th May – 7th May 

Tuesday 8th May 2018 Friday 25th May Half Term: 26th May – 3rd June 

Monday 4th June 2018 Wednesday 25th July Summer begins: 26th July 

Training Days  

Monday 4th September, Monday 30th October, Monday 23rd July, Tuesday 24th July, Wednesday 25th 

July 

Foundation Stage closed for additional days on Thursday 5th and Friday 6th October (First Aid 

training) 



 
NEW WEBSITE – Top-tips 

Our new website is now live and class teachers are beginning to upload photos, videos, blogs and 

information. We hope that you will find the information helpful and interesting and that the children 
will using the quick-links on their class Learning Zone page to access online resources.  

We hope that our new website will be more ‘current’ and useful for parents and we would like you to 
get into the habit of checking it regularly for letters home and learning updates. 

 
Home Page 

 School blog will be regularly updated with news from around school 

 

Diary 

 School calendar – Mr Barker is working hard to ensure this is accurate and up-to-date! 
 

Parents Page  
This is where you will find the tabs to access: 

 all the letters home/newsletters  

 information about tiddlers, nursery and B4A 

 information about uniform and attendance 

 information and photos of our after schools clubs 

 
Curriculum Page 

 click on the subject tabs to find information about curriculum content and coverage 

 the Maths and English pages also have assessment grids for each year group so you can use 

these as a guide to help at home 

 
Class Pages 

This is where you will find: 

 an overview of the current half term topics 

 class blogs 

 learning gallery – photos of class events/learning 

 learning zone – links to useful websites for children to use 

 e-safety – information/videos about how to keep safe on-line 

 pupil voice tab – School Council, School Sports, School Food, Pupil Forum and Digital leaders 
information (These groups are still be elected) 

 

Governor  

 all you need to know about the role of our governors 

 governor visit reports. 
 

Our school 
Drop down menu of all our statutory information including: 

 policies 

 school results 

 prospectus 

 Ofsted report 

 
 

After half –term I’ll be asking for some feedback from parents about how useful you think it is, what’s 

working well and what we could improve? It takes a lot of time and effort to maintain the website so 
we need to get it right – thanks in advance for your help with this. 

 
Harvest Assembly – I can! 

We will be celebrating Harvest next week and all parents are welcome to come along to our Harvest 

celebration assembly on Friday. 
Last year we donated our gifts to St George’s Crypt and they were very gratefully received. We hope 

to do the same again this year.  
Last year we also took part in the ‘I can’ appeal where we talked about the idea that ‘I can make a 

difference’ and we thought it would be a good idea to make this a feature of this year’s harvest 
collection. One small gesture can make a big difference – if we all bring one can collectively we are 

able to donate a huge number –over 250 if all children and staff donate!   



In these financially stretched times it is not always easy to donate but any donation, however small, 
will be well-received. 

 

Author Visits – Trust Big Book Week  6th – 10th November 
 

 
 

And…. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Ingleborough Residential 

Thank you Mississippi – we had a great time! The weather was wet, cold and windy but it didn’t 
dampen our spirits. Check out the short Ingleborough video on our school website to see just how 

wet it was! (Photos are also on Mississippi class page). As always the centre staff praised all our 
children on their excellent attitude and behaviour but this year in particular they commented on how 

well the children looked after and encouraged each other – it was a pleasure to see. 

Thank you too to all parents who made sure that all the children were well prepared and had 
everything they needed...socks, socks and more socks! 

 
School Cross Country Championship 

Thank you to all children who took part in our Cross Country Race last week – photos on the website 

– go to Curriculum – PE – Gallery. It was great to see how hard the children pushed themselves, 
how they kept going to the end and how they supported each other. Thanks too to all our parents 

who came to support! 
Next week a group of 30 KS2 children will be representing the school at the Leeds Schools Cross 

Country race at Brigshaw high school – go, go, go! 
 

 

 
 

The writing is rich with 
atmosphere. Fans of Narnia 
books and Inkheart will love this 
read. 

We    We are very excited about our Trust book week which we are planning 

with colleagues in our Trust. 
 

 

I am     I am really pleased to announce that on Thursday 9th November we have 2 
authors visiting! 

 
Dan Ingham-Brown  

author author of the Firebird series will be visiting school to speak to KS2 children 
 

and 

 

MICHAEL ROSEN 
 

award-winning author of ‘We’re Going a Bear Hunt.’ 
 

…more details to follow! 

 
 

 

 



Year 1 Parents Phonics meeting 
Thank you to all parents who attended the phonics meeting and my thanks to Mrs Drinkall for leading 

the session. It was a really useful session and also provided the opportunity for parents to share 

thoughts and ideas about a range of school matters.  
If you were unable to attend the meeting and would like a copy of the information just ask a member 

of staff. 
 

Governor Update - SEN 
White Laith provides a broad and balanced curriculum for all children. It ensures that each child can 

access the curriculum at their own ability level and is provided with any additional support required to 

do so. 
As the governor with responsibility for SEND, I receive termly updates from Mrs Turvey (school 

SENCO), to keep up to date with current SEND news across school and I report back regularly to the 
full governing body. Our SEN policy is available to view on the school website. 

The school works closely with external providers to provide additional support to children in school. 

Specialists such as: speech therapists, counsellors, specialist teachers for dyslexia, early years 
specialist teachers and occupational therapists.  

Ania Briggs (parent governor/governor responsible for SEND) 
 

Miss Pulman – Congratulations 
Congratulations to Miss Pulman and her family on the birth of her baby girl. I am sure you will join 

me in sending best wishes and congratulations to the family….and lots of advice about dealing with 

sleepless nights! 
 

Miss Presley – Maternity cover 
We are thrilled with the news that Miss Presley is expecting twins! She will begin her maternity leave 

after half term. Miss Robertson and Mrs Turvey will be taking over teaching in Yangtze and a new 

teacher will take over from Miss Robertson in Foundation. I will let you know who that is when all the 
details are finalised. Miss Presley, Miss Robertson and Mrs Turvey are already planning together to 

ensure a smooth transition for our pupils. Mrs Turvey will also continue to oversee our inclusion work 
in school (as part of her SENCo role) and will continue to teach and oversee learning in Windermere 

with Mrs Higgins…..exciting times! 

 
Homework/Learning Logs 

Reading and Spelling 

 Children should read every day and practise spellings for our weekly spelling test. 
Mathletics and/or TT rockstars 

 Children should be using Mathletics/Rockstars as often as possible throughout the week – a 

little every day would be great. 
Learning Log Tasks 

 Tasks are designed to be done with some degree of adult support and it is wonderful to see 

how creative parents and children are at home. 

 If you take photos please encourage children to write captions to go with them - bearing in 

mind that sometimes it may be appropriate for an adult to write the captions 
 

Marking of Learning Logs 
In Foundation the adults will use the smiley –face system to mark homework. 

In years 1 to 6 Learning Logs will be shared in class with the adults and with peers – children and 

adults will verbally comment/critique/praise and give pointers for next time. A simple smiley-face or 
stamp will be used to confirm the verbal discussion – these comments will not be written. However, a 

comment may sometimes be included if the adult feels a reminder would be helpful to the child. 
 

Attendance – Holiday absence 
Thank you to all parents and children who are coming to school regularly and on time – remember 

the doors open at 8.45am. 

At a recent Family of Schools meeting all Heads in Seacroft-Manston discussed the difficulties of 
improving attendance and the impact holidays in term-time have. I know that you are all aware that 

in line with national and local policy Headteachers are unable to authorise holidays in term-time and 
that it is likely that parents will be issued with a minimum fine of £60 per parent per child. 
The government sets attendance targets for all schools – our target is 96.7% and last year, even 

though attendance was the highest we have ever had, we still fell short of our target at 96.4%. 



 
Mr Barker monitors our attendance figures and the impact of holiday absence is significant.  

September 2017    Including holiday absence 96.4% 

                Excluding holiday absence 97.9% 
 

Please do think carefully before planning holidays in term-time. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

 
We love Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 

 

 
 

 
Talking Tips 

 

 
Get down to your child’s level and make sure they can see your face when you are talking to them. 

 
 

 

 
Many thanks for your continued support 

 
Mrs Sheerin 

Head teacher 

Remember to keep using TTRocks and Mathletics 
at home every day. 

 

Children need to be FAST and ACCURATE. 
 

Check that you know your child’s password and 
challenge them – you could even play against 

them! Are they faster than you? 

 
. 

 

 


