
March 2018 NEWSLETTER 
 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday 1st March   World Book Day – Parents invited to join us at 2.15pm 

Tuesday 6th March  Class Photos 
        Zambezi Skipping Workshop 

Wednesday 7th March  Amazon music showcase at Bishop Young Academy 
     Danube DEC India Workshop 

Thursday 8th March  Mother’s Day Lunch 

Friday 9th March   Mother’s Day Daffodils at Tesco – Yangtze 
Tuesday 13th March  Amazon visit to Murton Park – WW2 

    Mississippi visit to Murton Park – Vikings 
Monday 19th March  Dodgeball competition – Zambezi team of 6 

Tuesday 20th March  Yangtze visit to Skipton Castle 

    Zambezi Leeds Leider (Opera) Workshop 
Friday 23rd March  Zambezi visit to Town Hall Leeds Leider (Opera) Concert 

Monday 26th March  Foundation 2 visit to Roundhay Park 
Tuesday 27th March  Zambezi visit to Pizza Express 

Thursday 29th March  Easter Celebration Assembly 2.30pm 

 

School Term dates: 

Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 4th September 2017 Friday 20th October Half term: 21st Oct– 29th Oct 

Monday 30th October 2017 Friday 15th December Christmas: 16th Dec – 1st Jan 

Tuesday 2nd January 2018 Friday 9th February Half term: 10th Feb  -18th Feb 

Monday 19th February 2018 Thursday 29th March Easter: 30th March – 15th April 

Monday 16th April 2018 Friday 4th May May Bank: 5th May – 7th May 

Tuesday 8th May 2018 Friday 25th May Half Term: 26th May – 3rd June 

Monday 4th June 2018 Wednesday 25th July Summer begins: 26th July 

 

Training Days : Monday 4th September, Monday 30th October, Monday 23rd July, Tuesday 24th July, 

Wednesday 25th July 

 

 
 

 



World Book Day – Thursday 1st March 
To celebrate World Book Day staff, pupils and parents are invited to: 

 Attach a label to your uniform with a quote from a book you love OR dress as a book 

character OR bring an accessory your character would use  

 Design a front cover (see the other side of this letter) for our Book Day display 

 Guess the quotes on the staff labels - can you guess them all?? 

 Parents can join us in the Hall at 2.15pm to share our quotes and join us for a story (parents 
remember to bring a quote from your favourite book!) 

 Take home your £1 voucher and remember to spend it on a book of your choice. 

 Remember to read aloud to your child – whatever their age – it’s a great way to enjoy 

reading 

 
“Reading aloud is the best way to get your children hooked on books for life” 

                                                                            Jaqueline Wilson 
 

Year 6 SATs 

 

 
 

 
Team Points and Learning Logs 

It appears that there is some confusion amongst parents about how we use Team Points in school 
and how we ‘mark’ Learning Log homework. 

 

Team Points: All children (year 1-6) are assigned to one of our school teams - Mandela, Barnardo, 
Tomlinson or Wilberforce. Children record their team points on their own chart or on the class chart 

and when complete the children are awarded bronze, silver, gold or star badges in assembly. 
 

Team points are awarded for a range of different things including excellent effort, good team-work, 

perseverance, being ready for learning, thoughtful answers, excellent presentation, achieving learning 
targets, volunteering to help out, good checking and editing etc….the list is lengthy! Team points are 

awarded at the adult’s discretion and there is no set ‘formula’. Some classes do have systems for 
particular activities eg. use of TT Rockstars/Mathletics but these are specific to the class, the children 

understand the system and these are not necessarily the same in all classes. 

 
All classes also have a range of other reward systems eg. Team of the day, access to a prize box, 

extra minutes etc. Again, these vary from class to class and the class teacher will adapt these as they 
see fit across the year and for different purposes. 

 
Learning Logs: Learning Log homework is set on Friday and the deadline for return is Wednesday 

morning. Any child who has not returned homework is expected to complete some element of the 

task during Wednesday playtime – the reason for this is two-fold. Firstly so that they have something 
to share during our Learning Log sharing/celebration time and secondly to encourage them to 

remember next week! 
 

There is time set aside during the week for Learning Log sharing/celebration time. During this time 

children share their Learning logs with each other in their teams, they discuss what they have done 
and give each other feedback. Particular pieces may be shared with the whole class and sometimes 

children are asked to visit other classes or other adults in school to show their work. 
 

During this sharing time adults will also look at Learning Logs and may stamp/smiley face them. 
Adults will not usually write a comment as feedback is done verbally and shared within class. Team 

points may be awarded for completion/effort/interesting ideas/excellent presentation etc. however 

there is not set ‘formula’ for this, adults will use their own discretion and this may differ from class to 
class.  

 

There is a helpful video available for parents which talks through 

the arrangements for test week and how they results will be will be 

reported. The link is available on the school website – Parents page 

and Mississippi Class page. Please take a look. 



What is important is that Learning Log homework is shared and celebrated, children are encouraged 
to learn from each other through peer critique and children are supported at home to extend their 

learning. The majority of pupils bring in excellent, well presented, creative pieces of work each week 

and we hope that through sharing together they inspire each other! 
 

We love Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 

 

 
 

 

Talking Tips – Foundation  
 

 
Encourage your child to play with other children and share toys. 

 

 
 

 

Class news 
Foundation 
This half term Foundation are linking their learning about heat to finding out about dragons. We will 

be doing lots of baking and seeing the different ways heat changes ingredients. We will also be using 

hot colours in our art and craft work to create collages, models and paintings. We will also have the 
chance to read a wide variety of books linked to dragons and decide which ones we 

prefer. Foundation 2 will be finishing off our work with a visit to Roundhay Park for a dragon hunt 
and a hot chocolate in the Lakeside Cafe! 

 
Nile 

This half term our topic is ‘Why can’t a Meerkat live in the North Pole?’. During this topic we will be 
using the book ‘Meerkat Mail’ by Emily Gravett to help us with our reading/writing and to understand 

where meerkats live and why they live where they do. We will also use the book to help us write 
different text types including letters and postcards. Then we will be looking at the characteristics and 

features of a desert. After looking at the characteristics of a desert, we shall then look at the animals 

we would find there and use this information to write reports. In Art we will look at hot and cold 
colours and how to make different shades. Our class novel will be ‘Meerkat Madness’ by Ian 

Whybrow. In maths we will continue to learn about addition and subtraction and place value to fifty. 
In PSHE we will be focusing on our Drug, alcohol and tobacco education topic: What do we put into 

and onto bodies? 

PE will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday and your child will need indoor and outdoor kit in 

school at all times with trainers on both days. Last half term we had lots of children with parts of 
their kits missing. This does make getting changed for PE a very time consuming job and therefore 
children are missing valuable PE time! 

Please keep reading every night, practising sound cards and speed reading words. Last half term lots 

of children moved onto the next colour level for speed reading and this really does show in the 
fluency of their reading! 

Yangtze 
This half term we will be answering the question ‘Could you have been a knight?’ We will be focusing 

on castles – why and how they were built and what it was like to be a knight. In Science we will 
continue to look at the difference between humans and animals and focusing on food chains. In 

English we will be reading a range of books linked to castles including ‘The Egg’, we will be 

concentrating on narrative writing including writing our own version of ‘The Egg’ and diary entries in 

Remember to keep using TTRocks and Mathletics 
at home every day. 

 

Children need to be FAST and ACCURATE. 
 

Check that you know your child’s password and 
challenge them – you could even play against 

them! Are they faster than you? 
 

. 

 

 



the role of a knight. We even have our own quills so we can write in the role of a knight. In Maths we 
will be focusing on fractions using our multiplication and division knowledge to help us. We will also 

be looking at 2D and 3D shapes and measure, which includes reading scales. In music we will 

continue to develop our djembe playing – all the children are enjoying learning new rhythms each 
week. Our PSHE topic this half term is ‘Boys and Girls.’ The weekly spelling test will take place on 

Thursdays. Learning log homework will be handed out on a Friday to be in for the following 
Wednesday – please encourage and support your child to do it. This half terms PE focus is 

gymnastics which we will do on a Friday. Please make sure your child has indoor kit – black shorts 
and a white t-shirt.  

 

Danube 
This half term our topic will be all about India. We will be learning all about the country and it’s 

exciting traditions as well as comparing it to our country. We will look at Indian printing in art and 
use our prints to make our own recipe books based on the cooking we will do in class. In Science, we 

will be learning all about our bodies and about the nutrition we need to keep ourselves healthy. We 

will be looking at texts that are based in India, including ‘The Jungle Book’ by Rudyard Kipling, we will 
compare the book to the modern film version. In RE, we will be looking at ‘What Christians Believe 

About Living a Good Life’. In PSHE we will be completing our SRE unit on who is in my family?, 
different families and what makes me special. 

Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their reading diary 

each night. Once a week children need to complete one of the activities listed on the right hand side 

of their reading diary. Well done to the children who have done this every week so far! Learning log 
homework is given on a Friday and is due in on the following Wednesday. Spelling tests are on 

Fridays. Please remember to bring a coat and jumper to school each day. Swimming for year 3 is on 
Wednesday morning. Please remember to bring a towel and swimming kit to school. PE is on Tuesday 
afternoons and is outdoor and indoor this half term. 

 

Zambezi 
This half term in Zambezi class we will be continuing our topic about the Ancient Greeks before 

moving on to our topic of Romans towards the end of the term. Within our Ancient Greece topic, we 

will be continuing to find out what the Ancient Greeks did that we still use today so we can answer 
our questions – Did the Ancient Greeks change the world? We will be making our own Greek pottery 

using clay as well as looking at some of the sports from the original Olympic games. We are 
continuing to read ‘Antigone’ and we are doing lots of guided reading activities and writing around 

this book. We are hoping to be able to end our topic with our Greek day where we will be coming to 

school dressed in our Greek costumes and we will make and taste Greek food and try our hand at 
traditional Greek dancing – I will send more information about this soon. When we start our Roman 

topic at the end of the half term, we will be beginning by making our own pizzas at Pizza Express- 
again look out for a letter about this soon. 

In Maths we are continuing to work on multiplication and division skills – we are continuing to 

practise our times tables facts daily through times tables rock stars and we are learning to use 

written methods of multiplication and division. This half term we will also begin learning about 
fractions and decimals. 

In Science we will be learning all about the human digestive system and what happens to our food 
once it enters the body. We will find out the names and roles of our teeth and how they compare to 
the teeth of animals. 

In our PE sessions we are practising lots of skipping techniques in preparation for a skipping 

competition that we will be taking part in soon. Make sure you have full outdoor and indoor PE kit in 
school at all times. 

In PSHE we will begin our SRE lessons where we will finding out about how our bodies change as we 
get older and how to keep clean and healthy. 

Overall another busy and exciting half term in Zambezi class. Keep working hard at home on your 
reading and make sure learning log homework is completed each week. 



 
Amazon 

This half term we will continue our topic ‘What was it like during World War 2?’ 

In History, we will be learning about World War 2 and what is was like in this country at the time. We 
will be finding out about the Blitz and how people protected themselves. We will then learn about 

rationing and we will even be creating our own meals using the weekly rations! During the topic we 
will be dressing up and going to Murton Park for a WW2 day. Keep an eye out for a letter! If you 

have any World War 2 items, please feel free to send them in.  
In Art we will be creating Blitz watercolour paintings, focusing on colour mixing.  In PE, we will be 

listening to World War 2 music and creating movements and dances. In Spanish, we will be learning 

how to say classroom objects and phrases.   
In Literacy, we will be reading and writing about Good Night Mr Tom which will also be our class 

novel. We will be writing reports, letters, diary entries and a biography. In Numeracy, we will 
continue to focus division and multiplication methods and fractions we will be practising our 

measuring skills linked to our topic by weighing out food for a weekly ration. 

 In Science, we will be learning about “What’s in space” 
PSHE lessons are SRE this half term . 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 

reading diary along with which pages they have read.  

 Learning logs will be handed out on a Friday and are due in the following Wednesday. 

These will be shared with the class every week.  

 PE kits need to be kept in school.   

 Your child will be tested on their spellings every week.  

 

Mississippi 
WOW- we are half way through the Year already! Time certainly does fly when you’re having 

fun…and working hard! This half term we will be continuing with our Vikings topic. We will finish 

reading Beowulf, which we have really enjoyed so far! We will soon be going to Murton Park to 
experience a Viking Day- look out for a letter with more details. In English, we will be focussing on 

using lots of different grammar techniques in our writing in preparation for SATs. In Maths, we will 
start by looking at ratio and proportion then we will be learning about how to convert units of 

measure. We will also be revising lots of the things we have learnt already in preparation for SATs. In 

Science, we will continue to learn about animals and plants, and we will begin to look at 
microorganisms. In PSHE, we will start our SRE unit. PE will be on a Tuesday. 

This is a really important half term for the children with it being the last half term before SATs. I will 

be sending extra homework and the children will be given revision booklets for Grammar/spelling and 

Maths to complete. The children will be told which pages to do and it is expected that the children 
bring their booklets back in to school as we will be marking them in class. 

I’m really pleased with the progress the children have made so far. They have worked hard! Let’s 
keep it up! 

Please keep practising: 

 Times tables  

 Telling the time  

 Finding percentages when shopping (eg. 20% off) 

Remember Mathletics and keep reading! 

 

 

Many thanks for all your support 
 

Mrs Sheerin 


