
June 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday 6th June  Zambezi visit to Hadrian’s wall 
Monday 10th June  Yangtze skipping competition 
     New parents meeting - 6.00pm 

Year1 Phonics Test this week 
Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (National Pilot) this week  

Tuesday 11th June  Rugby competition (x10 children) 
Friday 14th June   Assertive Mentoring / Share books afternoon 2.00pm – 3.15pm 
Monday 17th June  Year 2 Dodgeball Competition (x6 children) 
Tuesday 18th June  Danube concert rehearsal at Leeds Trinity University 
Wednesday 19th June  DISCO – Fdn &KS1 5.00pm – 6.00pm, KS2 6.00pm – 7.00pm 
Thursday 20th June   Danube concert at Leeds Trinity University – 6.00pm – 8.45pm 
Friday  21st June   Mississippi Litcraft workshops 
Tuesday 25th June  Year 4 Tag Rugby competition (x6 children) 
    Spanish workshops at BYA – (Danube & Zambezi) 
Tuesday 2nd July  Year 5 Taster day at BYA 
                       Foundation visit to Harlow Carr 
Wednesday 3rd July  Yangtze visit to Fairburn Ings 
Thursday 4th July  Amazon visit to Leeds Grand Mosque 
    Nile visit to Filey 

Nursery Summer ‘Sing-a-long ‘ 2.30pm 
Friday 5th July   Non-uniform Bring-a-bottle day 
Monday 8th July   Mississippi visit to Whitby 
Wednesday 10th July  Parent drop-in visits to new classes 3.30pm-4.00pm 
Thursday 11th July   BBQ 
Tuesday 16th July  Sports Day – 9.00am Foundation 

                                                                 10.30 am KS1  

        1.30pm – 2.15pm Years 3 & 4 
        2.20pm – 3.05pm Years 5 & 6 

Friday 19th July   Leavers Assembly 9.05 am 

    School closes for summer 

 
As you can see from the long list above we have a very busy term ahead of us. In July our year 6 
children will also be visiting their chosen High Schools and within school all children will be visiting 
their next classes in preparation for September. There will also be the opportunity for parents to 
pop-in to meet their child’s new teacher. 
 
We are also hoping to host a ‘volunteer day’ (date to be agreed) where we are hoping that a group 
of business volunteers will help us continue our work in the school grounds! 
 
Busy…busy…busy… 
 



School website 
Please remember that all the information you will need about school events etc. is on the school 
website. ALL LETTERS SENT HOME ARE LOADED ONTO THE PARENTS PAGE AND NEWSLETTER PAGE! 
Staff regularly update the school blogs and the Parents page has lots of useful links eg the parent e-
safety page has lots of helpful information guides about how to set parental controls on different 
devices. 

    @WhiteLaithPS 
We now have a twitter page and are posting photos of our exciting learning, events, 
activities and learning. We hope parents will like it! We will also post some of our 
website blogs onto the twitter page. 
If you want to follow us simply click the icon which is on the home page of our website. 

 

School Term dates 2019/2020 
Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 2nd September 2019 Friday 25th October 2019 Half term: 26th Oct– 3rd  Nov 

Monday 4th November 2019 Friday 20th  December 2019 Christmas: 21st  Dec – 5th Jan 

Monday 6th January 2020 Friday 14th February 2020 Half term: 15th Feb  -23rd Feb 

Monday 24th February 2020 Friday 3rd April 2020 Easter: 4th April – 19th April 

Monday 20th April 2020 Friday 1st  May 2020 May Bank Holiday: 4th May 

Tuesday 5th May 2020  Friday 22nd  May 2020 Half Term: 23rd  May – 31st May 

Monday 1st June 2020 Monday 20th July 2020 Summer begins: 21st July 

 

Training Days: Monday 2nd September, Friday 11th October, Friday 8th November, Friday 19th June, 
Monday 20th July 

A Note from the governors: Visit to observe KS2 SATS 

We arrived at school at 8am on Tuesday, May 14th to observe the reading test for our year 6s. Mrs 
Sheerin was already in the hall with tables beautifully laid for breakfast. Breakfast items had been 
chosen by the children in letters written to Mrs Sheerin after she had told them there would just be 
toast on offer! Ms Brown shared with us some of the childrens’ well argued and humorous letters 
requesting a more interesting and varied breakfast. 

A refreshing, nutritious early morning boost such as fruit will make us feel more energised and, in 
good spirits since it is part of our 5 a day.’ Ingleborough cups of tea were provided as a ‘whimsical 
trip down memory lane.’ Flattery and outrage were also employed as a strategy- ‘A generous 
woman like you can only offer us a piece of toast!’ Mrs Sheerin’s written response to the class was 
similarly detailed, personal and humourous. 

As children came into the hall they sat with their friends and chatted, other members of staff joined 
in with serving the breakfast, and the atmosphere was calm and relaxed. All of the children 
appeared at ease. 

After a break outside for fresh air and exercise, the children returned to the classroom for some low 
key but important preparation before the test. All children engaged in recalling the Top Tips. This 
was done in a pacey, purposeful manner led by Ms Brown. Strategies covered were comprehensive 

 



eg how to respond to the different types of questions on the paper eg true /false , clarification of 
certain words /phrases employed in questions eg asking for your impression of someone/ 
something, and, how to address this. Elimination was discussed as a good strategy to employ with 
certain questions etc. It was apparent that none of this was ‘new’ to the children, and they enjoyed 
sharing their knowledge with Ms Brown and each other. 

After this, the children walked to the hall in a calm manner, and names were called and children told 
where to sit. They were spread across tables throughout the hall, each table with an accompanying 
adult, who included all members of the senior leadership team. A sweet treat was handed out 
before the start, and during this time, the children were encouraged to share the Top Tips with Mrs 
Driscoll. The papers were given out and Ms Brown read through the instructions before starting the 
timer and telling the children they could begin. 

There was absolute silence in the hall throughout the period of the test apart from Ms Brown’s 20 
minute messages, with the children all working diligently through the paper. They persevered 
despite finding some of the questions tricky, which they were. There was absolutely no sign of 
huffing and puffing, or of individuals giving up. Everyone concentrated until time was up- those 
children who had finished using their ‘spare’ time to go back and check their answers. The presence 
of staff on each table seemed key to the childrens’ attitudes towards the task. Staff were attentive 
to the pupils on their table the whole of the time (even though they were unable to help with the 
test in any way) and because of the quality of staff/ pupil relationships in school , this clearly made 
the children feel supported and cared for. Ms Brown continually walked the room, and this too must 
have given the children encouragement and determination to do their best. 

All children left the hall in absolute silence showing respect for their 4 peers who had been awarded 
extra time. We left recognising how well the children had been prepared in terms of the teaching/ 
learning at our school, but also in terms of individuals’ mental and emotional preparedness through 
the PHSE curriculum and the quality of staff/ children relationships. 

Peter Whelan (Chair of governors) and Jenny Horton 

John Lewis donation 

Way back in October we submitted a bid to John Lewis requesting funding to support the upgrade of 
our Computer Suite. A member of staff from John Lewis came into to school to talk to us about our 
plans and to tour the school. She was really impressed with the calm, positive, hardworking 
atmosphere she noticed as she visited all our classrooms and said that she felt the company would 
be able to help. We were thrilled when she arrived on Monday with a cheque for £5,000!  

We intend to use this money towards the upgrade of the suite and can’t wait to spend it! If you are 
ever in Leeds and passing the store please give it a wave and a nod of thanks! 

Multiplication Tables Check (Year 4) – National Pilot 

In 2017 the government announced that in 2020 all year 4 children will be required to complete an 
online times tables check in June. The check will assess whether pupils are able to fluently recall 
their multiplication tables through a set of times questions. 

The check consists of 25 questions and pupils will have 6 seconds to answer each question. Children 
will complete the check online using Ipads or laptops. 

This year, schools have been invited to take part in a pilot so that schools can familiarise themselves 
with the check before it becomes statutory next year. Zambezi children have all had the opportunity 



to use the ‘try-it-area’ of the DFE website so they know what to expect when the complete the 
check next week. 

Because we use Times Tables Rockstars, we are expecting that most children will be able to 
complete the check confidently. We have worked hard over the past few years to raise the profile of 
times tables in school – it is essential that all children are confident up to 12x12 – and children who 
use Times Tables Rockstars at home regularly have really improved. Please support your child at 
home by encouraging them to use TTRocks regularly and test them out – you could also try chanting 
tables in the car or when out walking. 

Assertive Mentoring /Book sharing afternoon 

Parents are invited into school from 2.00pm to look at your child’s mentoring file and a selection of 
books. Our children have worked very hard this year and it’s great to see the progress they have 
made – I am sure they will enjoy sharing their books with you. 

 
Credit Union Savings Club 
 
Remember – collection day is Thursday – just bring your 
deposit to Ms Ashmore at playtime! 
 
Ask at the office if you would like an application form. 
 
 

Talking Tips 

 

 

Encourage your child to take turns and wait for their turn. Play ‘stop and go’ games to develop 
attention and listening. 

 
 
 
News from our classes 
Foundation 
This half term we are continuing our learning linked to 'Plants' and then moving onto exploring 
'Minibeasts'. We have really enjoyed doing lots of planting and growing and are now beginning to 
see the results of all our hard work.   
We have also begun to develop our outside area with a new mud kitchen/investigation station, sand 
pit and blackboard lid as well as a redesigning our wild life and sensory area. These will be really 
useful when we begin to learn about bugs. 
Foundation 2 - please make sure you keep reading with your child every night and extend their 

independence within their Learning Log homework so that they always include some writing, be it 
a list, labels or a sentence. 
 
Nile 
This term in Year 1 our topic is ‘Why do we love to be beside the seaside?’. During English we will be 
studying ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by Ronda and David Armitage and we will be using it to 
help us write letters, postcards and adventure stories. We will also be writing list poems about what 
to pack in our suitcases. Our topics in Maths are going to be: Place Value (within 100), Weight and 
Volume, Money and Time. In science we will be looking at the structure and classification of sea 
creatures and animal life cycles. During Geography we will also be looking at where people go on 
holiday, what attracts people to seaside resorts and the human and physical features found at the 
seaside. In History we will be finding out about seaside holidays in the past and the clothes that 
were worn. We will be making 3D fish in Design Technology so that we can learn the skills of joining, 

 

 



fanning, quilling and how to make concertinas. In PSHE this half term, our Physical Health and 
Wellbeing topic will be ‘Fun Times’ and our MindMate topic will be ‘Solving Problems/Making it 
Better’. 

PE will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday. Could you please make sure that your child has both 
indoor and outdoor kit in school at all times and trainers on PE days! 

Please remember to keep reading every night and to practise the sound cards and nonsense 
monster words in your child’s sound packs daily. The Government Phonics Screening Test is fast 
approaching - Week beginning 10th June! 

 
Yangtze 
We will be exploring our wildlife garden and pond area. We will also be visiting Fairburn Ings and 
hunting for land and pond mini-beasts. We will make our own ‘Bug Hotels.’ We will be finding out 
about the life cycles of different mini-beasts and writing explanations. We will also be planting seeds 
and observing how they grow. 
In Literacy we will be reading Jack and the Beanstalk and will be writing our own stories. We will be 
reading The Twits by Roald Dahl and will be writing instructions and recounts. 
In maths we will be solving problems involving all four operations. We will be measuring weight, 
length and capacity and will be reading scales. 
In RE we will be thinking about the question ‘What did Jesus teach and how did he live?’ 
Our MindMate topic is Solving Problems/ Making it Better and our PSHE topic is ‘What keeps me 
healthy?’ 
PE will be on Mondays and Tuesdays this half term. Your child needs PE kit for PE indoors and 
outdoors. 
 
Danube 
This half term we will learning all about The Stone Age.  
We will be reading the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura and using it to practice our 
grammar and writing skills. We will also be writing our own versions of the story. In Maths we will 
continue to work on calculation with all 4 operations. We are learning to tell the time and then we 
will be learning about the properties of shape including angles and turns.    We will also be practicing 
2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables every day and key skills every week. In science our Question is 
‘What’s beneath our feet?’ we are learning all about rocks and soils, the earth’s layers fossils and 
dinosaurs. In PE we continue swimming lessons, on Wednesdays. We will also have an athletics 
lesson each week in preparation for a competition later in the term.  
Our PSHE topic is ‘Careers, Financial Capability and Economic wellbeing’ we will be learning about 
saving, spending and budgeting.  
Our Mind Mate topic is ‘Being the same and being different’. 

 Please ensure your child reads every night and completes their reading diary. 

 Learning logs will be sent out on alternate Fridays to come back on Wednesday. 

 Spellings will be sent home weekly to be learnt for a weekly test on Thursdays. 

 
 
Zambezi 
This half term in Zambezi class we will be finishing our Roman topic, and our class book ‘Julius 
Caesar’ We will be working on writing a newspaper report of a significant Roman event. This topic 
has been great and our trip to Hadrian’s wall was fantastic. 
After that, we will begin reading a children’s version of the Mary Shelley classic ‘Frankenstein’. We 
will link this to our guided reading and writing which will all be based upon this book. This will also 
link to our next topic of Electricity. We will be finding out about how to make complete, working 
electrical circuits within our science. 
In maths, we are learning to solve problems using money, to tell the time on both a digital and 
analogue clock- including converting between the two, and also about statistics and graphs. 



Our PE session will continue to be Tuesday, we have been practising our throwing and catching skills 
with Mrs Turvey and then we will be practising our athletic skills to get ready for sports day. 
In PSHE our next topic will be all about food choices and why people have different diets. 
Let’s all keep working hard for our last half term in Zambezi class! 
Amazon 
This half-term we are continuing our topic ‘What did we learn from the Ancient Egyptians’. Later on 
this half-term we will beginning our topic on Space. We will be learning all about the history of space 
travel; how travelling into space can help us find out about our own planet and also exactly what it 
takes to be a real astronaut. We will be writing non-chronological reports about the planets and our 
own planet that we have created in our animations in ICT. In RE, we will be continuing to learn about 
‘what matters most to believers’. In PSHE we will be studying Mindmate (solving problems and 
helping others to solve problems) and how media can affect our ideas on looking and being healthy. 
In PE, we will be working on our health and fitness skills when training to be astronauts. 

 Please encourage your child to read at home and write a question linked to their reading 
each night 

 Learning log homework is given on Fridays and should be back in school by Wednesday 

 Spellings are given on Fridays and tested the following Friday 

 PE is outdoor and indoor and will be on Monday and Friday. 

Mississippi 
I can’t believe it is the last half term already! Let’s make the most of it! 
We will be starting our ‘Coasts’ topic which the children are really excited about as it will prepare us 
for our Whitby trip! Thank you so much for donating towards our trip so far. We have some more 
fundraising activities planned so keep an eye out for some letters which the children will be writing. 
In English, we will continue reading and writing about Dracula. We will also start reading ‘Room 13’ 
which I know the children will love- as do Mrs Kewley and I! We will also be reading the book 
‘Flotsam’ and writing some poems. In Maths, we will be carrying out lots of investigations and 
learning how to draw a dart board using a protractor and a compass. In Science, we will continue 
with our hearts unit then we will be learning about evolution and microorganisms. To link with our 
Coasts topic, we will be creating 3D fish in DT and drawing/painting shells in Art. Our Mindmate 
lesson will be ‘Solving problems and making it better’. We will then start our SRE unit in PSHE. In 
Spanish we will learn some adjectives, prepositions and learn to ask questions. We will continue 
with drums this half term which the children are really enjoying. 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 
reading diary along with which pages they have read. 

 Homework will be handed out on a Friday and is due in the following Wednesday. 

 We have PE on a TUESDAY and FRIDAY. We are doing gymnastics this half term so please 
make sure your child has suitable indoor gym kit. We are doing outdoor PE too so please 
make sure your child has suitable trainers. 

 
Many thanks for your continued support 
 
Mrs Sheerin 


