
June 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Dates for your diary  

Monday 11th June  Year 1 Phonics Test Week 
Tuesday 12th June  Trust Football Tournament at Powerleague 

Friday 15th June   Rugby tournament (yr5/6 team) 
Monday 18th June      Dodgeball competition (yr 2 team) 

Tuesday 19th June  Trinity afternoon rehearsal – Danube 
Wednesday 20th June  DISCO 

Thursday 21st June  Trinity evening concert – Danube 

    Church Visit – Mississippi  
Monday 25th June  Dogs Trust visit to Foundation 

    Pupil Forum visit 
Thursday 28th June  Amazon visit to Leeds Grand Mosque 

Wednesday 4th July  TT Rockstars Rock Wrangle 

Thursday 5th July  Nile visit to Filey 
Monday 9th July   Health and Fitness Fortnight begins 

Ballet assembly and workshops – whole school 
Tuesday 10th July  Ballet workshops – whole school 

Wednesday 11th July  Amazon visit to Bishop Young Academy –transition day 

Thursday 12th July  ACE Gala 
Friday 13th July   Mississippi visit to Whitby 

Monday 16th July  BBQ 
Wednesday 18th July  Sports Day – 9.00am Foundation 

                                                                 10.30 am KS1  
        Afternoon – KS2 (Timings to be confirmed) 

Thursday 19th July  Community Sports 

Friday 20th July   Leavers Assembly 9.05am 
   School Closes for Summer 

Tuesday 3rd Sept  School re-opens  

 

Summer Term 

Welcome back! The year has flown by and it’s hard to believe we are approaching the end of the 
year. Year 6 SATs, which we work so hard to prepare for, seem like a distant memory! We are 

eagerly awaiting the results – the children worked incredibly hard and we are really proud of them – I 
hope the results reflect all the hard work. This term is a really busy one and the diary is packed! 

Please make sure you check the diary for dates and read letters and texts carefully so you don’t miss 
anything. 

 

A message from one of our Governors – Mike Haworth 

It’s been a while since I first got lost trying to find White Laith Primary. At the time I was working as 

an educational psychologist; as I walked into school, probably slightly late by now, I went through my 
mental checklist for a good school (good relationships, productive learning, children’s work on the 

walls, was the school welcoming etc) - all ticks. As I walked through the door last year as a new 



governor (yes I overshot the turning again) I experienced the same strong, positive impression of 
White Laith. I also knew that SATs-wise the school was doing well (not my No 1 measure of a 

successful school but important nevertheless) so I wondered what I could add? 

Obviously I’ve attended governors’ meetings and committee meetings but I’ve also listened to staff 
talk about future developments, attended training sessions, sat in on lessons, hung about at parents’ 

evening, chatted with children and snuck into the Christmas production (the best bits for me - thank 
you parents). 

I have a particular responsibility, as governor, for pupil voice (some parents may think that their 
children have enough ‘voice’ but this is also about how they use it!) and pupil premium - helping to 

ensure that the extra money is spent effectively and appropriately.  I’m also the link governor for Y2. 

Although I’ve worked in education for most of my life (I was also a teacher) and even know some of 
the educational acronyms like SATs and SEN (you can test me later) I still have a good deal to learn. 

Governors are told that they should provide support and challenge; I hope that I can do this in a way 

that continues to help the school grow and move forward 

 

RE (Religious Education) Award 
We invited an assessor into school last week to conduct a review of our RE provision. The purpose of 

the review was to identify both our strengths and areas where we can improve. The assessor looked 
at books from every year group, talked to staff and interviewed a group of KS2 children. He asked 

the children about their thoughts on RE, what they were learning, whether they were enjoying their 
learning, whether they felt RE lessons were important (and why) and how well they thought they 

were doing in their learning.  

He was very impressed!  
The report states: 

Children were able to articulate the importance of RE saying, “It helps me to think about the things I 
believe.” And “When you learn about different religions it stops you stereotyping.” 
The report also says: 
RE is comprehensively and conscientiously taught and well resources. Pupils enjoy RE and had a 
positive attitude towards it. 
And finally: 
We will be very glad to award the Leeds RE Merit to White Laith. The thoughtful commitment to RE 
from the team (school) and the very positive reflections of pupils means this will be richly deserved.  
 
We are thrilled that our excellent work has been recognised -we were not expecting to achieve the 

award! 
My thanks to Miss Robertson who is our RE leader and particular thanks and congratulations to Mrs 

Higgins who teaches RE across the school. 
 

Credit Union Savings Club 

We are delighted to announce that, in partnership with Leeds 
Credit Union, we will be opening a School Saving Club. 

Jordan, from Leeds Credit Union, is working with Miss 
Ashmore to set up the club and he will be coming into school 

next week to talk to all the children in assembly. Leaflets and 

application forms will be sent out after the assembly. 
If children in year 2 and year 3 sign up £10 will be paid into 

their account by the Credit Union as a bonus! 
Watch out for the application forms when they are sent out next week or pop into the office for more 

information. 
 

Bikes and scooters - security 

During the school holiday cladding (for the B4A hut) was also stolen from the front carpark –the first 
time in a very long time that a theft has occurred on the premises. The school insurance does not 

cover items that are outside so we now face an additional bill of almost £2000! 
 

A bike and a scooter were stolen from the playground on Friday afternoon. We are very cross and 

upset about this as this is the first time anything like this has happened in the 10 years since we 
started biking and scooting to school. The teenagers were seen climbing over the fence by a resident 

and then by a member of staff but left the area quickly and so were not apprehended. 
 

 



I would like to reassure parents that although the teenagers climbed over the fence into the school 
grounds they would not have been able to enter the building as, in line with usual school safety 

measures, all the external doors were closed/locked. All our children were safe. 

 
I would like to thank the parent who telephoned for providing a description, which we have shared 

with the police, however I would ask that should anyone see anything like this again (intruder scaling 
the fence) ring 999 immediately and inform us.  

 
Unfortunately for parents, the cost to replace the stolen items is their responsibility as school 

insurance does not cover these items. 

Some, but not all, of our children have locks for their bikes – please remind your child to bring a lock 
and use it. 

 
I sincerely hope this is not the beginning of a trend and urge parents to be vigilant when out and 

about in the local area. It appears that in this case, the group of teenagers were seen in the area 

during the afternoon acting suspiciously but nothing was reported to the police. Please, please, 
please report any suspicious behaviour to the police and make our local community a safer place for 

our children and families. 
 

Attendance – Holidays in term time 
Thank you to all parents who are making a big effort to ensure children attend school on time every 

day. 

I would like to remind parents that whilst some requests for exceptional leave may be authorised, 
holidays in term-time cannot be authorised. In line with Leeds agreed policy the requests will be 

declined and information forwarded to Leeds City Council who will administer a fine (£60 per parent, 
per child).   

If parents do take holidays it is important that you complete the exceptional leave form and keep us 

informed in order that our attendance records are correct. We may have to contact the Cluster 
Attendance team who will visit the child’s house to satisfy our safeguarding responsibilities. 

If parents do not tell us that children are on holiday but we believe that they are we will 
inform parents and forward details to Leeds City Council. If parents inform us that their 

child is ill but again, we have reason to believe they are on holiday, we will also send 

details to Leeds City Council. 
We do not wish to fine parents and school does not receive any of the fine money. This policy has 

been agreed in Leeds and in order to be fair to everyone it is important that we apply the policy 
consistently.  

Please be honest with us as it makes the process much less time-consuming and reduces the need 
for any difficult conversations between us.  

 

Sustrans Big Pedal – Prizes!!! 
Well done to everyone who took part in the Big Pedal/Scoot to school. A special thanks to Miss 

Adamson who collated all the results. In recognition of our efforts we have received a number of £10 
Love to Shop vouchers! As it is impossible to decide who to award them to we will include them in 

the envelope game at the BBQ……..get your £1 ready to join the game! 

 

School Term dates for next year: 

Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 3rd September 2018 Friday 26th October 2018 Half term: 27th Oct– 4th Nov 

Monday 5th November 2018 Friday 21st December 2018 Christmas: 20th Dec – 6th Jan 

Monday 7th January 2019 Friday 15th February 2019 Half term: 15th Feb  -24th Feb 

Monday 25th February 2019 Friday 29th March 2019 Spring: 30th March – 14th April 

Monday 15th April 2019 Thursday 18th April 2019 Easter: 19th April – 22nd  April 



Tuesday 23rd April 2019 Friday 3rd May 2019 May Bank Holiday: 6th May 

Tuesday 7th May 2019 Friday 24th May 2019 Half Term: 25th May – 2nd June 

Monday 3rd June 2019 Wednesday 24th July 2019 Summer begins: 25th July 

Training Days: Monday 3rd September, Friday 16th November, Monday 22nd July, Tuesday 23rd 

July, Wednesday 24th July 

 

We love Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 

 

 

 
 

Talking Tips – Foundation  
 

 
Give lots of praise when your child is talking and be a good language model for them. 

 

 
Class news 

Foundation News 
We have plunged into our ‘Animals’ topic straight away with a 

visit from Doodles the donkey and F2’s trip to St Leonard’s 

Farm. We have learned lots and you can see what we got up 
to on the Foundation page of the website! 

Still to come we have visits from Dogs’ Trust, a guide dog and 
a Hearing Dog for the Deaf. We will compliment these visitors 

with animal learning linked to stories and art work. 

Foundation 2 - Please continue to support your child’s reading 
each night and try and write in their Reading Diary everyday – 

an expectation in Year 1! Learning Log homework should still 
be completed each week and it would be great if you could support us by encouraging your child to 

increase the amount and quality of what they do independently. 
Foundation 2 – From Tuesday 12th June we ask that parents say goodbye to their children on the 

playground and let them come into school alone in order to prepare them for Year1. We thank you 

for your support in this matter. 
Foundation 2 – we will now be doing outdoor PE each week so could you ensure that your child has a 

pair of trainers in their PE bags each day. This will help them to keep safe when learning outside. 
 

Nile 

This term in Year 1 our topic is ‘Why do we love to be beside the seaside?’. During Literacy we will be 
studying ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ book by Ronda and David Armitage and we will be using it 

to help us write letters, postcards and adventure stories. We will also be writing information texts 
about sea creatures and list poems about what to pack in our suitcases. Our topics in Maths are 

going to be: Place Value (within 100), Weight and Volume, Money and Time. In science we will be 
looking at the structure and classification of sea creatures and animal life cycles. During Geography 

we will also be looking at where people go on holiday, what attracts people to seaside resorts and the 

human and physical features found at the seaside. In History we will be finding out about seaside 
holidays in the past and the clothes that were worn. We will be making 3D fish in Design Technology 

so that we can learn the skills of joining, fanning, quilling and how to make concertinas. Our topic in 
PSHE will be, Careers, financial capability and economic wellbeing: My Money. 

 

Remember to keep using TTRocks and Mathletics 

at home every day. 
 

Children need to be FAST and ACCURATE. 
 

Check that you know your child’s password and 

challenge them – you could even play against 
them! Are they faster than you? 

 
. 

 

 



PE will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday. Could you please make sure that your child has both 
indoor and outdoor kit in school at all times and trainers on PE days. 

 

Yangtze 
This half term we will answering the question ‘Could you be the next …?’ We will be looking at 

different athletes and why they are inspirational. We will also focus on health, fitness and hygiene. In 
Science we will be looking at healthy eating and how to keep our bodies healthy. In Literacy we will 

reading ‘The Twits by Roald Dahl.’ We will be focusing on writing character descriptions, diary entries 
and a book review. We have started reading The Twits this week and the children are really enjoying 

it. In maths we will be learning about position and direction, focusing on using the language 

clockwise, anticlockwise, quarter turn, half turn and three quarter turn. We will also be looking at 
solving one and two step problems by choosing an efficient method. Our RE topic is looking after our 

planet and we will be focusing on recycling and religious and non-religious views on how we can look 
after our plant. In Art we will be using fruits and vegetables to print in the style of William Morris. 

The weekly spelling test will take place on Thursdays. Learning logs will be sent out on a Friday and 

please remind your child to read every night. PE will be on Mondays and Tuesdays this half term. 
Please could you make sure your child has indoor and outdoor PE kits in school. Finally as the 

weather is getting warmer please could you make sure your child has a water bottle in school. 
 

 
Danube 

This half term we will be learning ‘What was it like to live in the Stone Age’. This topic links well with 

our last class novel, Stig of the Dump. We will be learning all about: how the Stone Age got its name; 
cave paintings and where they are found; other items, that archaeologists have found, and what they 

can tell us about that time. In Science, we will be learning all about light and shadows and link this to 
sculpture and sketching in art. In Literacy, we will be writing our own reports and making an 

interactive timeline on purple mash, we will also look at writing extended stories. In RE, we will be 

studying ‘Art influenced by beliefs'. We will also be attending our Trinity Singing Concert on 21st 
June, which is a fantastic opportunity for the children, that they all enjoy. 

* Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make their own comment in their 

reading diary each night. Once a week children need to complete one of the activities listed on the 

right hand side of their reading diary. Well done to the children who have done this every week so 
far! Learning log homework is given on a Friday and is due in on the following Wednesday. Spelling 

tests are on Fridays. Please remember to bring a coat and jumper to school each day. Swimming for 
year 3 is on Wednesday morning. Please remember to bring a towel and swimming kit to school. 
Athletics is on a Tuesday afternoon and is outdoor. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Zambezi 

This half term in Zambezi class we will be finishing our Roman topic, and our class book ‘Julius 

Caesar’ We have had a great time reading it so far and are exciting to see how it ends. This topic has 
been great and our trip to Hadrian’s wall was fantastic. I will be adding photos to the school website 

very soon so look out for those! After that, we will begin reading a children’s version of the Mary 
Shelley classic ‘Frankenstein’. We will link this to our guided reading and writing which will all be 

based upon this book. This will also link to our next topic of Electricity. We will be finding out about 

how to make complete, working electrical circuits within our science. 
 

Our PE session will continue to be Tuesday, we have been practising our throwing and catching skills 
with Mrs Turvey and then we will be practising our athletic skills to get ready for sports day. 

 
In PSHE our next topic will be all about managing risks and keeping safe and we will also cover our 

mental health topic of dealing with bereavement. 

 
Let’s all keep working hard for our last half term in Zambezi class! 

 
Amazon 

This half term we will are starting an exciting new topic “What is it like in North America?” We will be 

learning about the different countries that make up the continent. The states that make up the USA 



and the different climates and landscapes that affect them. We will study some famous physical and 
human landmarks. 

In literacy we will be writing a new reports, letters, balanced arguments, and poetry. Our class novel 

is ‘Holes’ (which is set in Texas USA) and this will inspire our writing and also be used in our guided 
reading sessions. 

In Maths we are continuing using problem solving and reasoning skills while learning about Geometry 

(angles, shape and position and direction), converting units of measurement and volume. We will 
continue to be ‘Timetables Rockstars’ and practice our times tables and division facts every day. 

Science we will be concluding our ‘Space’ topic and then learning all about ‘Forces’ 

In PSHE we will be learning how to keep ‘Safe’ . In R.E. we will be going to ’The Grand Mosque’ this 
is a very interesting and exciting opportunity to enhance our learning about different faiths. In P.E. 
we will be having Gymnastic lessons with a coach on Fridays. 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 
reading diary along with which pages they have read. 

 Learning logs will be handed out on a Friday and are due in the following Wednesday. These 

will be shared with the class every week. 

 PE kits need to be kept in school. 

 Your child will be tested on their spellings every week. 

 

Mississippi 
I can’t believe it is the last half term already! Let’s make the most of it! We will be starting our 

‘Coasts’ topic which the children are really excited about as it will prepare us for our Whitby trip! 

Thank you so much for donating so generously towards our trip- we are nearly at our target! It is 
going to be fantastic! 

In English, we will be reading and writing about Dracula. We will also start reading ‘Room 13’ which I 

know the children will love…as do Mrs Kewley and I! We will also be reading the book ‘Flotsam’ and 

writing some poems. In Maths, we will be carrying out lots of investigations and learning how to draw 
a dart board using a protractor and a compass. In Science, we will be learning about evolution and 

microorganisms. To link with our Coasts topic, we will be creating 3D fish in DT and drawing/painting 
shells in Art. In PSHE we will start our drugs topic. 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 

reading diary along with which pages they have read. 

 Homework will be handed out on a Friday and are due in the following Wednesday. 

 We have PE on a FRIDAY. We are doing gymnastics this half term so please make sure your 
child has suitable indoor gym kit. 

 
 

 
Many thanks for all your support 

 

Mrs Sheerin 


