
January 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Dates for your diary  

Friday 11th January  Amazon Young Voices – Sheffield Arena 
Friday 18th January  Assertive Mentoring Files and Clothes Sale 

Wednesday 13th February DISCO 
Friday 15th February  Break for Half term 

Monday 25th February School re-opens 
 

School Term dates: 

Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 3rd September 2018 Friday 26th October 2018 Half term: 27th Oct– 4th Nov 

Monday 5th November 2018 Friday 21st December 2018 Christmas: 20th Dec – 6th Jan 

Monday 7th January 2019 Friday 15th February 2019 Half term: 15th Feb  -24th Feb 

Monday 25th February 2019 Friday 29th March 2019 Spring: 30th March – 14th April 

Monday 15th April 2019 Thursday 18th April 2019 Easter: 19th April – 22nd  April 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 Friday 3rd May 2019 May Bank Holiday: 6th May 

Tuesday 7th May 2019 Friday 24th May 2019 Half Term: 25th May – 2nd June 

Monday 3rd June 2019 Wednesday 24th July 2019 Summer begins: 25th July 

 

Training Days: Monday 3rd September, Friday 16th November, Monday 22nd July, Tuesday 23rd 

July, Wednesday 24th July 

School website 
Please remember that all the information you will need about school events etc. is on the school 

website. ALL LETTERS SENT HOME ARE LOADED ONTO THE PARENTS PAGE AND NEWSLETTER 

PAGE! Staff regularly update the school blogs and the Parents page has lots of useful links eg the 
parent e-safety page has lots of helpful information guides about how to set parental controls on 

different devices. 

    @WhiteLaithPS 
We now have a twitter page and are posting photos of our exciting learning, events, 

activities and learning. We hope parents will like it! We will also post some of our 
website blogs onto the twitter page. 

If you want to follow us simply click the icon which is on the home page of our website. 
 

 

 



 
Welcome Back! 

Happy New Year! It is wonderful to have all the children back in school – I have to say they all looked 

a little tired on Monday! We have lots to do this term and we all need to be wide awake, fit, healthy 
and ready to learn – adults included – so early to bed every night.   

Thank you again for your continued support and encouragement and I am sure 2019 will be another 
great year for White Laith. 

 
Welcome to our new Superintendent 

We are all really pleased to welcome Mr Eric Childerson to our school team. He has been introduced 

to all the children and they are already pointing out jobs they think he needs to do – fixing wonky 
coat-pegs was one of his first tasks! 

I do hope parents will also say hello and make him welcome as you see him out and about in the 
school grounds. He is already making a difference! 

 

Christmas concerts  
Thank you to all our children, staff and parents who worked so hard to make the concerts such a 

success. We know that is not always easy to organise family time to make sure children (and staff) 
get back to school for the evening performances so a huge thankyou to everyone!  

 
Christmas singing 

This year our group of year 5&6 volunteers sang at Tesco, Asda and Cross Gates. We sang for over 2 

hours in each venue which is not an easy task.  Lots of members of the public commented on how 
well we sang and how we had cheered them up. We raised an amazing £1444 which we will donate 

to school funds and to Heart Research UK. 
 

Colour Fair 

Thanks again to everyone who worked so hard to make our Colour Fair a success again this year. We 
raised £1600 which is fantastic. 

 
Attendance – 97% 

Our attendance for the Autumn term was 97%. This is the highest percentage for the Autumn term 

we’ve had for many years and it’s important we keep this up. It’s great to see children coming into 
school on time, every day. It is really difficult for children to catch up if they miss lessons especially 

lessons where we are introducing something new and gathering ideas for writing etc. so thank you 
parents for all your hard work and I hope this good level of attendance will continue during the 

winter term. 
 

Assertive Mentoring/ Book Sharing – Friday 18th 2.00 – 3.15 

Parents are invited into school on Friday afternoon to look at your child’s mentoring file. The 
information in the file relates to the mentoring meetings they had in October – this was shared with 

you at Parent Consultation evening. (As parents have already seen these files we will not be sending 
them home this term.) 

The children will bring a selection of books for parents to look at and should be able to talk to you 

about work they are proud of, what they have done well and what their next targets are. We look 
forward to seeing you during the afternoon – children may be taken home with you if it is more 

convenient. 
 

 
Uniform Sale – Re-use and Recycle – 20p per item – Friday 18th January 

We have had many items of quality new/barely used school uniform donated to us and we also 

have a large pile of unnamed lost property which we collected at the end of the summer term.  
Mrs Driscoll and Mrs Sheerin have sorted, washed and ironed all the items and they will be on 

sale on Friday afternoon – 20p per item. 
Please do come and buy these items – we don’t want our hard work going to waste nor do we 

want parents paying full price for new items when we could recycle these – save money and 

help save the planet! 
 

Uniform sale in the school hall during Book Sharing on FRIDAY 18TH JAN 2.00PM.  
 

 



 
Green Tree Gold Award   

 

 

 
 

Young Voices – Sheffield 
We had a fantastic time on Friday at the Young Voices concert. As always, our behaviour was 

exemplary and we all really enjoyed dancing and singing with Urban Strides and a live rock band. 

Tony Hadley (lead singer of Spandau Ballet) was one of the guest performers and we were treated to 
a live version of the hit song ‘Gold’.  

My thanks to Mr Barker – the hero of the hour – who managed to sort out the problem of the missing 
coach for parents! Thank you too to our parents for being so understanding – the evening certainly 

became a bit of an adventure! 

 
E-Safety help for parents 

Our website ‘E-Safety for parents’ page has lots of useful links which provide helpful advice for 
parents. There are also guides to setting parent controls on different devices eg xbox1,Instagram etc. 

Lots of our children regularly use online devices at home so it is important that parents monitor their 

use and know how to set parental controls. This is not always an easy task so please have a look at 
the links if you need some help. 

 
Mobile Phones –No phones in bedrooms! 

Lots of our children have mobile phones and use these frequently to message each other. It has 
come to our attention that some children are messaging each other well after bedtime, sometimes 

after midnight and in some cases waking each other up. Why not make it a household rule that 

phones are not allowed in bedrooms after bed-time? 
 

E-safety learning in year 5 and 6 
The children in Year 5 and Year 6 have completed the second part of a three part series of e -

safety lessons called Play Like Share, created by Thinkuknow. It is an award-winning 

programme from the National Crime Agency’s child protection command, CEOP. It aims to keep 
children safe from abuse, both online and off. The Play Like Share lessons are age-appropriate, 

non-scaremongering, and give children the skills, knowledge and confidence they need to stay 
safe online. According to CEOP, they are used by over three and a half million children across 

the UK each year.You can watch a short trailer and all three brief episodes of Play Like Share at 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/playlikeshare.  

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like further information or if you have any 

concerns about your child and online safety. 

Credit Union Savings Club 

 
Remember – collection day is Thursday – just bring your 

deposit to Ms Ashmore at playtime! 

 
Ask at the office if you would like an application form. 

 
 

 

After being awarded Silver last year our aim was to achieve the Gold 

Woodland Trust Award this year – we’ve done it already! 
Since September we have: 

 Planted 240 trees in the school grounds 

 Shared the Story, ‘The man who planted trees’ in assembly 

 Year 1 visited Sconce woods, wrote Woodland Words and 

created some fabulous leaf designs and woodland creatures. 

 Year 6 created a piece of human knitting to dress the trees 
We are really pleased to have achieved this award – the work of the 

Wood Land Trust is really important for the environment so it’s 

important that we know about it. Improving our grounds so that we 
can spend exploring nature is also good for our emotional and mental 

health. Platinum next! 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/playlikeshare.


Congratulations to Grace (year 6)  who won the Credit Union Christmas card competition. She won a 
Tablet for herself and £100 for school! 

 

We love Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 

 

 
 

 
Talking Tips 

 

Talk to your child about actions (ie verbs/doing words), what things look like, feel like, taste like and 
sound like. 

 
 

News from Our Classes 

 
Aire – Foundation 

This half term our learning is based around the topic of all things 'Cold'. We have already served and 
tasted an ice cream cone and are in the process of making our own ice lollies. We hope to have a 

visit from the ice cream van at the end of the half term. We will also be learning about animals that 

live in cold places and reading story books about penguins, polar bears and wintery weather! Our art 
and craft work will be based around cold colours' and we hope to use collage, paint, transient art and 

drawing to develop our skills.  
Foundation 2 - Thanks to all those people who have sent in PE kit. We will be changing for PE on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings each week. Please leave PE kit at school until half term when we will 
send it home to wash. 

The summer and Year 1 will come very quickly now so please make sure you read with your child 

every night so they are on track for the end of the year. Make the most of homework tasks by getting 
your child to label their work each week with a sentence. 

Nile – Year 1 
This half term in Year 1 our topic is, ‘Would you like to be the next Neil Armstrong?’. Alongside this, 

we will also be looking at the season of winter and ‘The Snowman’ by Raymond Briggs. During our 

‘Would you like to be the next Neil Armstrong?’ topic we will be learning about space and the moon. 
We will learn about the different planets and discover what happened when Neil Armstrong visited 

the moon. In English we will be using the book - ‘Man on the Moon – A day in the life of Bob’ by 
Simon Bartram to help us with our writing. We will be writing instructions for how to make a cheese 

sandwich and information texts about the planets. In Maths we will be studying place value to 20, 
addition and subtraction to 20. In art we will be looking at satellite images of different planets and 

then using them to create images of the different planets with pastels. During Science we will be 

investigating light and dark. We will find out about sources of light and reflectors of light. In ICT we 
will be learning how to program/control moon buggies on the moon using positional vocabulary. 

Our MindMate topic this half term will be Life Changes where we will learn that, talking about our 
feelings can help us to feel better. Our PSHE topic will be, Drug, alcohol and tobacco education where 

we will learn about things that we put onto and into our bodies. 

PE will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday. Children need both indoor and outdoor kits with them 
in school every day and must remember to bring their trainers on PE days. Please continue to read at 

home every night, practise sounds from your sound pack and practise your speed reading words. 
Yangtze – Year 2 

This half term we will be answering the question ‘Why is Africa Amazing?’ and will be learning about 

the country of Kenya. We will learn about Kenya’s landscape, weather and about life in both villages 
and cities. 

In Art we will be colour mixing and will be creating paintings of the Kenyan Savannah. We will be 
learning about the Masai tribe and will be creating African prints in ICT using the paint program. In 

Science we will be answering the question ‘Why are humans not like lions?’ We will be learning about 
different animal groups and food chains. 

Remember to keep using TTRocks and Mathletics 

at home every day. 
 

Children need to be FAST and ACCURATE. 
 

Check that you know your child’s password and 
challenge them – you could even play against 

them! Are they faster than you? 

 
. 

 
 



In Literacy we will be writing instructions to make Mama Panya’s pancakes. We will be reading Anansi 
stories and will be writing our own stories using the story mountain. After finding out about African 

animals, we will write a guide for a safari park. In Maths we will be learning to solve problems 

involving multiplication and division. We will be naming and describing shapes and will be drawing 
and interpreting graphs and charts. In Music we will be learning to play African Djembe drums. Our 

PSHE topic is ‘Medicines and Me’ and our Mindmate topic is ‘Life Changes.’ 
PE will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays this half term. Your child needs PE kit for PE indoors and 

outdoors. Please continue to help your child practise their weekly spellings and remind them to read 
each night. 

Danube – Year 3 

In English, this half term, we will be studying the book ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. We will use 
the text for our reading, writing and grammar lessons. We will be writing descriptive pieces, 

newspaper reports, recounts and poetry. 
In Maths we will continue to work on our multiplication and division fluency and will then learn all 

about charts, graphs and statistics. We will also be practicing 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables every 

day and key skills every week. In science we are learning all about pushes, pulls and magnets.  
In Spanish, we will continue to learn our key phonics sounds words before moving onto learning 

numbers and greetings. Our R.E topic is ‘What makes a good leader?’, our  PSHE topic is ‘Drugs, 
Alcohol and Tobacco Education and our Mind Mate topic is ‘Handling Change’. 

In PE we will start our swimming lessons, on Wednesdays. We will have a gymnastics session, with a 
professional coach, on Fridays. 

 Please ensure your child reads every night and completes their reading diary. 

 Learning logs will be sent out on alternate Fridays to come back on Wednesday. 

 Spellings will be sent home weekly to be learnt for a weekly test on Thursdays. 

Zambezi – Year 4 

This term in Zambezi our topic is ‘Did the Ancient Greeks change the world?’ We will be looking at 

why people visit Greece now and what aspects of Ancient Greece are still here today. We will find out 
about the Greek Gods and Goddesses and read some myths and legends. In Literacy we will be 

focusing on non-chronological reports, instructions, play scripts, and writing our own myths. We will 
also read an Ancient Greek story ‘Antigone’ in guided reading and literacy. We will also use our drama 

skills to create and act out our own stories. At the end of the topic we will have an Ancient Greek day 
were we will make and taste Greek food, make a Greek pot and try some Greek dancing! It is a very 

exciting topic and usually a year 4 favourite! In Science we our topic is ‘Animals and their habitats’. 

We will be finding out what animals need to survive, classifying animals into different categories and 
exploring food chains and habitats.  

In Maths we are focussing on measures where we will be calculating the area and perimeter of 

shapes and converting measures from cm to m to km. We will also be working on our multiplication 
and division skills including written methods of division. 

 In PSHE our topic is ‘Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education – making choices’ in this topic we will find 
out what things are classed as a drug (medicines, tobacco, alcohol and caffeine) and the effects some 

of these things can have on our body. In Spanish, we will continue to learn our key phonics sounds 
words before moving onto learning numbers and greetings.  

This half term we will be doing 2 PE lessons each week as we no longer go swimming. PE will now be 

on a Tuesday and a Friday. Our Friday session is gymnastics with the coaches from the gymnastics 
centre. Please make sure both indoor and outdoor kit are in school all week. 

Reminders: 

 Please remind your child to read every night and to make a comment in their reading diary. 

 Learning log homework is given on a Friday and is due in on the following Wednesday. 

 Please help children learn times tables facts at home – in times tables rock stars we will now be 

focussing on the 6, 7 and 9 times table but also keep working on the 3s, 4s and 8s that we were 
working on before. 

 Spelling test will be on a Friday so please support your child learning these at home. 



 
Amazon – Year 5 

This half-term we are continuing our topic ‘Why did the Anglo-Saxons come to Britain?’. We will be 

finding out about where the Anglo-Saxons lived and how their daily lives changed in Britain- linking 
our learning to previous learning that we have done about the Romans and Norman castles. In art 

and DT, we will be looking at ‘illuminated letters’ used to decorate chronicles during the spread of 
Christianity in Anglo-Saxon Britain.  In science, we will be learning about different life cycles including 

flowering and non-flowering plants, mammals, amphibians and insects. In RE, we will continue our 
topic on ‘What do we know about Islam?’. In PSHE we will be studying Mindmate (coping with big 

changes in our lives) and ‘different influences’- drug tobacco and alcohol education. In PE, we will be 

working on our physical skills when taking on challenges, improving our dynamic agility skills and 
balancing skills as well as looking at the game of dodgeball.  

In Spanish, we will be learning numbers to 30, the days of the week and the seasons. 

 Please encourage your child to read at home and write a question linked to their reading 
each night  

 Learning log homework is given on Fridays and should be back in school by Wednesday  

 Spellings are given on Fridays and tested the following Friday  

 PE is outdoor and indoor and will be on Monday and Wednesday.  

 

Mississippi – Year 6 
This half term our topic is the Vikings which the children and I are already very excited about! 

In History, we will be looking at Viking life, people, houses, clothing, food, longships and the invasion 

at Lindisfarne. In DT we will be making our own longships and Viking brooches. We will also be 

making some Viking food which will be delicious! We will be having a Viking/Anglo-Saxon day with 
Amazon class so look out for a letter soon with the details on. We will also be visiting Murton Park in 

Spring 2 to experience what it was really like to live in the Viking era. In Science we are going to be 
looking at classification. We will find out how to sort animals and plants into different groups 

according to their characteristics. In PSHE, our Mindmate lesson will be on Life Changes and our topic 
is Drugs, alcohol and tobacco. In Spanish, we will be learning numbers to 30, the days of the week 
and the seasons. 

If you have anything that you think might help with our Viking topic, please send it in- we would 
really appreciate it. We have already put some of the fabulous shields on display. 

In English, we will be reading Beowulf. We will write our own versions of the story, write descriptions, 

reports and much more! To make reading this book even more exciting, we have a drama company 
coming in for four sessions. All of the drama we do will link directly to the book which will help us to 

improve our writing. In Maths, we will continue to revise our written methods before moving on to 
shape and time. These are some things your child MUST know by the end of this half term so please 
support them: 

 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables 

 names and properties of quadrilaterals (square, rectangle, rhombus, parallelogram, kite, 
trapezium) 

 types of angles (acute, obtuse, reflex, right angle) 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 

reading diary. Reading diaries will be checked every day. 

 Learning logs will be handed out on a Friday and are due in the following Wednesday. These 
will be shared with the class every week. 

 PE kits need to be kept in school. We have PE on a Thursday. 

 Spellings tests will be on a Friday so please support your child. 

 And finally, every child needs pumps and a water bottle. 

 
Many thanks for your continued support 

Mrs Sheerin 


