
April - May 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Dates for your diary  

Thursday 19th April  Business volunteers working in school – Royal London 
Friday 20th April   Fire Safety Workshop – Amazon 

Monday 23rd April  Big Pedal Fortnight begins 
    Skipping Competition - Zambezi 

Wednesday 25th April  Blahs theatre workshop – Zambezi 
Monday 30th April  ‘Sound Man’ Workshop – Zambezi 

Wednesday 2nd may  Ingleborough parents meeting – Year 5 parents 6.00pm 

Thursday 3rd May  Local Elections – B4A used as polling station 
Monday 7th May  School Closed – May Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 8th May  Visit to Whinmoor Library - Nile 
Wednesday 9th May  Blahs theatre workshop – Zambezi 

    Visit to Dunstan’s hall – Amazon 

Thursday 10th May  Visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park – Nile 
Monday 14th May  Year 6 SATs breakfast – 8.15am 

Tuesday 15th May  Year 6 SATs breakfast – 8.15am 
Wednesday 16th May   Year 6 SATs breakfast – 8.15am 

    Blahs theatre workshop – Zambezi 

Thursday 17th May       Year 6 SATs breakfast – 8.15am 
Monday 21st May  Brownlee Brothers Triathlon – John Smeaton 

Friday 25th May  School Closes for Half-term 
Monday 4th June  School re-opens 

 

School Term dates: 

Schools open Schools Close Holiday 

Monday 4th September 2017 Friday 20th October Half term: 21st Oct– 29th Oct 

Monday 30th October 2017 Friday 15th December Christmas: 16th Dec – 1st Jan 

Tuesday 2nd January 2018 Friday 9th February Half term: 10th Feb  -18th Feb 

Monday 19th February 2018 Thursday 29th March Easter: 30th March – 15th April 

Monday 16th April 2018 Friday 4th May May Bank: 5th May – 7th May 

Tuesday 8th May 2018 Friday 25th May Half Term: 26th May – 3rd June 

Monday 4th June 2018 Wednesday 25th July Summer begins: 26th July 

 

Training Days : Monday 4th September, Monday 30th October, Monday 23rd July, Tuesday 24th July, 

Wednesday 25th July 



 
Summer Term 

Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed the Easter break – regardless of the rain and dull weather. It 

looks like Spring may finally be here and it’s always more enjoyable when we can walk/scoot/bike to 
school in the sunshine! 

The summer term is always a long one with lots of hard work still to do and many exciting 
visits/visitors and events planned. Please remember that children still need a good night’s sleep and 

we all know that early bedtimes are harder to manage when the evenings are lighter. Tired children 
can be grumpy, bad-tempered and find it harder to concentrate and learn! Sensible bedtimes please! 

 

Royal London Volunteers – Thursday 19th April 
We were pleased to welcome 50 volunteers from Royal London (Insurance Society) last Thursday. 

The volunteers had travelled from Wilmslow, London and Edinburgh to take part in a Business in the 
Community volunteer experience and we certainly made them work hard.  

The volunteers painted all the wooden fencing in the playground, painted the nursery fence, dug 

cleared and then planted over 100 plants to create a new border and raised beds in the picnic area 
and painted both rooms and the entrance of our B4A hut.  

They all also enjoyed a school lunch and then some led assembly, joined in with our whole school 
singing session, visited year 4 to talk about the different jobs they do and answer our questions, 

competed with Mississippi in their speedy 10 minute maths test and were amazed by the speed of our 
year 3 Rock Heroes! 

They were really impressed by our school and they all commented on the welcoming, friendly feel, 

the tasty lunch and how polite, friendly, well-behaved and interested our children are. Parents – you 
should be proud, it is wonderful to hear such genuine, positive comments. 

I hope those parents who have been in the playground or passed the school on the spotty path have 
noticed the difference. The fencing, border and raised beds have really improved the look of the site 

– now I just need the children to help me keep up with the weeding and watering over the summer 

term! I am sure you will also agree that our new cladding on the B4A hut is a real improvement. 
 

Sustrans Big Pedal 
Get set… we’re taking part in Sustrans Big Pedal 2018, the UK’s largest inter-school cycling and 

scooting challenge that inspires pupils, staff and parents to choose two wheels for their journey to 

school. 
The challenge runs from 23rd April to 4th May. It’s free to enter and we would love everyone to be 

involved including adults (we need your help) 

On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who can record the greatest number of pupils, 

staff and parents cycling or scooting to school. Our best 5 days will determine our final position in the 
challenge. We’ll be competing against other schools right across the UK, and if we clock up the most 
bike and scooter journeys we’ll win! 

It’s a great way to get more of our pupils travelling to school on their bikes and scooters. We will be 

competing to become one of the UK’s top schools for two-wheeled journeys and will be in with a 
chance to win prizes including bike and scooter stunt shows and fantastic cycle and scooter storage. 

You and your family can also win prizes during Sustrans Big Pedal. Adults simply post a photo of 

you and your child cycling or scooting to school on social media during the challenge using 

#BigPedalWin. (Remember to blur school badges) To be in with a chance of winning follow 
Sustrans on Instagram instagram.com/sustrans, Twitter twitter.com/sustrans or Facebook 

facebook.com/Sustrans. Be sure to check the terms and conditions found on the Big Pedal website 
prior to entering the competition. 

If you do not have a bike, then your local bike library where you can borrow bikes is Seacroft Hub 
next to Tesco: Seacroft Community Hub Bike Library, Deacon House, 1 Seacroft Avenue, Leeds 

For more information about the event go to www.bigpedal.org.uk 

Year 6 SATs – Easter School 
Thank you to all the children who came to Easter School during the holiday. Thank you also to all our 

parents for making the arrangements to bring your children to school – a special mention for the 



parents who travelled to and from their caravan sea-side holiday so their daughter could join us! We 
all really enjoyed the sessions, learned something new and grew in confidence. Many thanks also to 

Miss Brown, Miss Adamson and Mrs Driscoll for leading the sessions. 

  
Year 6 SATs – SATs week  

Only 3 more weeks and SATs will be here at last. The children have worked very hard this year and 
we are expecting them all to do well.  All the children have been invited to a free SATs breakfast 

during SATs week and we hope that ALL year 6 children can attend. SATs breakfast is an important 
part of our test preparation – it provides time for us to relax and calm before the tests and to eat a 

range of healthy snacks which help to get our brains working and make sure we are on top form each 

day. We may even have an ‘Ingleborough cup of tea’ this year! 
SATs week is tiring so early to bed and a good night’s sleep for everyone – including the staff! 

 

 
 

Ingleborough 2018 – Meeting for year 5 parents – Wednesday 2nd May 

Our Residential to Ingleborough is booked for 19th-21st September 2018 and we would like ALL our 
year 6 children to attend. The Residential is always the highlight of the year and something we talk 

about throughout year 6.  
At the meeting on Wednesday I will talk through the organisation of the trip including medical forms, 

kit lists and risk assessments. It is also a good opportunity for parents to ask any questions – I know 
parents can be quite anxious about the visit and it is good to be re-assured. 

 

Seatbelt Survey – Information from Leeds City Council travel team 
Seatbelts Save Lives! 

Following a recent survey which was taken outside one school in Leeds it was felt that the council 
should highlight the importance of wearing seatbelts. 

Please have a look at the team blog for more information  

 https://saferroadsleeds.wordpress.com/2018/03/27/the-importance-of-wearing-a-seatbelt 
 

Leeds App – Talk, Share, Learn Leeds 
We were awarded the Communication Friendly School Award last year and part of this work involved 

the development of Talking Tips cards which we give to all our new nursery parents. This idea was 

used and developed by colleagues in Leeds in order to create a free App which parents can use to 
help support speech and language development with young children 

The Talk Share Learn Leeds app aims to help parents interact with their children and support their 
early development. Log in to discover helpful tips to encourage learning in a range of different 

situations including at home or at the supermarket.  
 

We love Times Tables Rock Stars and Mathletics 

 

 

 
 

Talking Tips – Foundation  

 
 

Show you are listening to your child by stopping what you are doing and giving them eye contact. 
 

Remember to keep using TTRocks and Mathletics 

at home every day. 

 
Children need to be FAST and ACCURATE. 

 
Check that you know your child’s password and 

challenge them – you could even play against 
them! Are they faster than you? 

 

. 
 

 

There is a helpful video available for parents which talks through 

the arrangements for test week and how they results will be will be 

reported. The link is available on the school website – Parents page 

and Mississippi Class page. Please take a look. 

https://saferroadsleeds.wordpress.com/2018/03/27/the-importance-of-wearing-a-seatbelt


Class news 
Foundation 
This half term Foundation's learning will be based around the topic of 'Pirates'. We will be 
learning all about what pirates wear and what they do. Much of our learning will come 

from reading and exploring pirate stories together. We will obviously be reading 

clues, following treasure maps and making our maps. I wonder what treasure we will 
find? We will end the half term by having a Pirate Day where we will dress up as 

pirates, make and eat pirate snacks and play pirate games together. (Please do not buy 
an expensive costume- a stripy t-shirt, old trousers and homemade pirate hat will be fine.) 

Foundation 2 parents - please increase the amount of time you are reading with your 

child to give a final boost to their learning as we will be collecting all the children’s levels 
in June for their end of Foundation Stage data. Also try to ensure you get your child to 

include some independent writing in their homework each week. Many children now 
need to write one or more sentences to achieve their targets. 

 
Nile 

This half term in Year 1, we will be continuing with our topic – ‘Why can’t a Meerkat live in the North 
Pole?’. In Literacy we will be writing reports about Desert and Polar animals and recounts from our 

trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park! In Maths we will be learning about multiplying and dividing, 
fractions, length and height. During Science lessons we will be naming different materials and finding 

out about their properties. In Art we will be looking at hot and cold colours and we will also be 

drawing Emperor Penguins in the style of Edward Wilson. In ICT we are going to be using ‘Pebble Go’ 
to learn more about polar animals which will help us to write our reports and we are going to be 

learning how to use flip cameras so that we can film our trip. We will also collect data from the class 
about our favourite Polar animals and then learn how to present this data on the computer. During 

Geography lessons we will find out where the places we are studying are on a world map and in 
History we will be finding out about the explorer, Scott of the Antarctic. In PSHE this half term, our 

mental health and emotional wellbeing topic will be ‘Feelings’. 

PE will continue to be on Monday and Tuesday. Children still need both indoor and outdoor PE kit 
in school at all times and trainers on PE days! 

Please remember to keep reading every night and to practise the sound cards in your child’s sound 
packs daily. The Government Phonics Screening Test is fast approaching! Our trip to Whinmoor 

Library will be on Tuesday 8th May and our trip to The Yorkshire Wildlife Park will be on Thursday 

10th May. I will send more details about the trips nearer the time. 
 

Yangtze 
This half term we will be continuing with our castles and knights topic. Our focus this half term will be 

dragons! In Science we will be looking at what plants need to survive, we will be planting seeds and 
watching them grow. In English we will be reading a range of books linked to dragons including 

‘George and the Dragon.’ We will also use parts of the film ‘How to train your dragon.’ to support our 

writing. We will be writing instructions on how to train a dragon and writing a piece of descriptive 
text for a wanted poster. In Maths we will be focusing on how and why we use the inverse operation 

for addition and subtraction, solving two step problems and estimating. Our RE topic is praying and 
we will be answering the question ‘How and why do people pray?’ The weekly spelling test will take 

place on Thursdays. Learning log homework will be handed out on a Friday to be in for the following 

Wednesday. This half terms PE focus is rugby which we will do on a Monday, we will be learning the 
skills we need to play rugby ready to put them into a game. Please make sure your child has outdoor 

kit – black joggers, white t-shirt, black hoodie/jumper and trainers. 
 

Danube 

This half term our topic will be ‘What’s Beneath Our Feet?’. In Science, we will be learning all about 
Rocks, Soils and Fossils with a particular focus on Dinosaurs! We will also be learning about 

Volcanoes and where they are found across the world, including in Europe. In Literacy, we will be 
reading ‘Stig of the Dump’ by Clive King as well as writing our own reports on volcanoes and on 

dinosaurs. In RE, we will be studying Christianity. We will be going on a class trip to Stump Cross 
Caverns and a letter with more detail will follow shortly. 

Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their reading diary 

each night. Once a week children need to complete one of the activities listed on the right hand side 

of their reading diary. Well done to the children who have done this every week so far! Learning log 



homework is given on a Friday and is due in on the following Wednesday. Spelling tests are on 
Fridays. Please remember to bring a coat and jumper to school each day and a water bottle as it is 

getting warmer. Swimming for year 3 is on Wednesday morning. Please remember to bring a towel 
and swimming kit to school. PE is on Friday morning and is indoor. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Zambezi 

This half term in Zambezi class we will be beginning our topic of Romans. Within our Roman topic, 
we will be asking the questions – ‘Who was Julius Caesar?’ and ‘Why did Hadrian build a wall?’ We 

will be finding out about how the Romans invaded many countries, what life was like as a Roman 
soldier, what the Romans invented that we still use today and creating our own Roman mosaics. We 

are hoping to have a visit to the Roman site ‘Vindolanda’ and Hadrian’s wall at the end of the topic so 

look out for this letter. Last year we had a great time! In English and guided reading, we are reading 
the children’s version of the Shakespeare play ‘Julius Caesar’ and we are lucky enough to have 4 

drama workshops from the Blah’s theatre company to go alongside this. Our writing this half term will 
link to the book and will include newspaper reports, discussion texts, persuasive writing and speeches 

from the book. In Maths we are continuing our work on fractions and decimals. 

In Science we will be finishing off our topic of humans and the digestive system by looking at types of 

teeth and how they help break down food in different ways before moving on to our next topic of 
sound. We will find out how sounds are made and how to change the pitch of sounds. We are also 

having a sound workshop in school where we will be shown all of these things practically with 
different materials and instruments. 

In our PE sessions we will continue to practise our skipping skills and we have a session with the 
gymnastics coach on a Friday. Make sure you have full outdoor and indoor PE kit in school at all 
times. 

Another busy and exciting half term in Zambezi class. Keep working hard at home on your reading 
and make sure learning log homework is completed each week. 

Amazon 

This half term we will be learning all about ‘The Anglo Saxons’. Where they came from, where they 
settled in the UK and what life was like at that time. We will be going to Dunstan’s Hall to take part in 

an exciting Anglo Saxon day. 
In literacy we will be looking at and writing adverts, our own adventure stories and news reports. Our 

class novel is ‘The Silver Sword’ by Michael Morpurgo and this will inspire our writing and also be 

used in our guided reading sessions. 
In Maths we are continuing using problem solving and reasoning skills while learning about fractions, 

decimals and percentages, and then the properties of 3d shapes and angles. In Science we will be 
learning all about space and what’s out there’. We will also be having a visit from the Fire Service to 

learn about Fire safety. 

In PSHE we are learning all about different influences ‘Drug Alcohol and Tobacco’ education. 

A few reminders: 

 Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their 

reading diary along with which pages they have read. 

 Learning logs will be handed out on a Friday and are due in the following Wednesday. These 
will be shared with the class every week. 

 PE kits need to be kept in school. 

 Your child will be tested on their spellings every week. 

 

 

 
 



Mississippi 

At the start of this half term we will continue revising for our SATs. The children have done an 

AMAZING job so far with their revision- I’m very proud of what they have achieved so far, as I’m sure 
you are too. We will also be finishing off our Vikings topic following on from our fantastic trip to 
Murton Park. We all thoroughly enjoyed the day; I hope the children told you all about it! 

Our new topic will then be ‘Coasts’. In Geography, we will be learning about key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers). We will then learn how to use the eight points 
of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys. We will also be preparing for our 
end of year trip to Whitby by looking at the human and physical features of the seaside town. 

In English, we will be reading and writing about Dracula. Our class novel will be ‘Room 13’ which is a 

spooky Vampire story. We will begin by writing a newspaper report, then we will be writing our own 
Dracula stories, writing instructions and descriptions. In Maths, we will be learning about circles and 

how to use compasses to draw circles. In Science, we will be learning about classification, 
microorganisms, evolution and the circulatory system. In PSHE we will finish our SRE unit. 

A few reminders: 

* Please remember to read every night and remind your child to make a comment in their reading 
diary along with which pages they have read. 

* Homework will be handed out on a Friday and is due in the following Wednesday. 

* We have PE on a Tuesday however this may change due to the weather so the children need to 
keep their PE kits in school every day 

 

 
 
Many thanks for all your support 
 
Mrs Sheerin 


