
 

Programme of Study for Writing: Stage 4 Name:  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Summary  
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Handwriting  Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation 
and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters. 

             

Use the horizontal and diagonal strokes needed to join 
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one 
another, are best left unjoined. Handwriting is neat and 
legible.  

             

Purpose and 

organisation   

Can write text types been taught with appropriate features 
(SEE TEXT TYPES DOCUMENT)  

             

In non-narratives, use simple organizational devices (eg. 
Headings and subheadings) 

             

In narratives, create settings, characters and plot.              

Can select interesting strategies to move a piece of writing 

forward, (e.g. asides, characterisation, dialogue with the 

audience, dialogue and negotiation within contexts 

etcetera).  

             

Can produce thoughtful and considered writing, (uses 

simple explanation, opinion, justification and deduction).  

             

Can use paragraphs organised around a theme although 

may not always be accurate.  

             

Can organise ideas appropriately for both purpose and 

reader, (e.g. captions; headings; bullets; fonts; chapters; 

letter formats; paragraphs; logically sequenced events; 

contextual and background information etcetera).  

             

Can advise assertively, although not confrontationally, in 

factual writing, (e.g. ‘An important thing to think about before 

deciding…; ‘We always need to think about…’).  

             

Vocab   Can use interesting and ambitious words sometimes, 

(should be words not usually used by a child of that age, 

and not a technical word used in a taught context only e.g. 

‘volcano’ or ‘evaporate’).  

             

Grammar   Use present, past and perfect tense verb forms many 
correctly  

             

Use expanded noun phrases to describe and add detail to 
settings and characters eg: ‘The little, old man who lived on 
the hill...’; ‘... by the lady who taught me the guitar,...’ ; 
subordinate clauses – ‘I felt better when...’. 

             

Use sentences with different forms in their writing including 
statements, questions, exclamations and commands 

             



Can use coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or)              

Can use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, because, 

although, however, however, nevertheless, despite, as well 

as) 

             

Can use nouns, pronouns and tenses accurately and 
consistently throughout and avoid repetition 

             

Describe settings and characters including the use of 
expanded noun phrases and adverbials to describe and 
specify 

             

Can use links to show time and cause. (fronted adverbials)              

Maintain standard English verb inflections many correctly  (I 

did v I done) 

             

Punctuation  Demarcate many sentences with CLFS ? !               

Demarcate most sentences with CLFS ? !               

Use inverted commas, commas for fronted adverbials and 
apostrophes for possession/contraction many correctly    

             

Use the full range of punctuation taught at KS1 and Year 3-
4 mostly correctly, including inverted commas, apostrophe 
to mark possession in nouns and commas for fronted 
adverbials  

             

Spelling   Spell most common exception words and spellings with 

contracted forms correctly  

             

Spell most words correctly (Year 3/4)              

Add prefixes and suffixes to spell many words correctly in their 

writing (see Year 3/4 curriculum) 

             

SCORE         

BEGINNING/DEVELOPING/SECURING        
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SKILLS 
 

Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary. 

 
 

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to 
write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar. 

 

Discuss and record ideas.  

Compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 

 



Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
and suggest improvements. 

 

Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences. 

 

Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors.  

Read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, 
using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear.    

 

Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial  

 


