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Safeguarding 
At White Laith we are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all of our pupils 
so they can learn in a relaxed and secure atmosphere.  We believe every pupil should be able to participate 
in all school activities in an enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from harm. This is the 
responsibility of every adult employed by or invited to deliver services at White Laith. We recognise our 
responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all our pupils by protecting them from physical, 
sexual or emotional abuse, neglect and bullying.  
We also exercise this responsibility by educating our children so that they grow in their understanding of 
their rights and responsibilities to themselves and others, in safety consciousness, and, in their maturity 
and abilities to keep themselves and others safe.  
We perceive this to be part of our role in promoting British values 

 

School Aims 

Through commitment, determination and a willingness to embrace change we will: 

 Develop independent, effective learners who enjoy school and who will become life-long learners 

 Create a cohesive school community in which there is mutual understanding, trust and respect 

 Empower staff and children by raising confidence, self-esteem and self-belief 

 Equip children with the attitudes, qualities, skills and understanding they need for success in our 

ever-changing, diverse world 

 Bring about optimum achievement for every child 

 Become an excellent school 

 

English aims 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Speaking and listening provide the foundation for further language development.  A pupil’s spoken 
language reflects the local culture and heritage of the individual and is therefore crucial to his or her 
identity and should be valued and built upon.  However, pupils are also entitled to gain knowledge, 
competence and confidence in the use Standard English, thus empowering them to use whichever 
is most appropriate to purpose, audience and situation.  To reflect this, we aim to provide pupils 
with opportunities to:  
 speak in a variety of forms for different audiences, purposes and situations (both formal and 

informal). 
 reflect upon their speech and make appropriate choices. 
 talk in group situations, valuing the contributions of others and responding appropriately. We 

use KAGAN techniques to facilitate this.  
 
Reading 

 
Reading is one of the most powerful tools of learning both in and out of school.  It facilitates 
independence and allows pupils to share experiences they may not otherwise encounter.  Reading 
provides opportunities for pupils to gain both understanding and pleasure from a range of texts.  To 
support them in this, we aim to help pupils to: 
 master the basic mechanical skills of reading. 
 read with accuracy, fluency and expression. 
 develop and use higher order reading skills which will contribute to their overall comprehension 

of texts. 
 understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning. 



 develop a love of literature and an understanding of the pleasure reading can bring. To facilitate 
this, we use class novels which allow the children to be immersed in a text.  

 
Writing 

 
Confidence and competence in the use of the written word is essential to the communication of 
meaning.  A pupil’s ability to write effectively affects performance in all areas of learning and living 
and is very much a developmental process.  Staff encourage writing from its emergent start, 
through developmental attempts to its final, independent stage.  Throughout these stages, we aim 
to provide opportunities for pupils to: 
 explore and develop knowledge of the variety of functions and formats of writing, looking 

particularly at different text types. The text type being written is carefully selected so that the 
children’s writing has a purpose. For example: it will link to a topic, has a real life context or is 
something that the children have chosen.  

 communicate meaning effectively through appropriate language choices and grammar 
techniques according to intended purpose and audience. 

 understand, value and use the process approach to writing in order to improve the content and 
presentation of their writing through planning, drafting and re-drafting. 

 write individually and collaboratively, experiencing praise and receiving constructive criticism 
and support. 

 experience the pleasure of publishing their writing and sharing it with a wider audience. 
 
Spelling (see spelling policy) 

 
We value and encourage children as they move through the developmental stages of learning to 
spell, but we also recognise the importance of mastering and using accurately conventional spelling 
in order to convey meaning clearly in writing.  To support this goal, we aim to develop pupils’ 
knowledge of: 
 sound-symbol relationships. 
 regular patterns in words and non-standard forms. 
 the structure of words; compound/complex words, prefixes, suffixes, roots and origins. 
 high interest words associated with topics and specific curricular areas. 
 a variety of strategies to enable independence in spelling, such as word banks, dictionaries, 

displays, mnemonics etc. 
 spelling rules. 

 
Handwriting (see handwriting policy) 

 
Presentation of written work reflects the awareness of the writer to the needs of his or her 
audience.  Our ultimate goal is for pupils to achieve a fast, flowing, legible style of writing.  In order 
to achieve this, we are aware of the need for a consistent approach to the teaching of handwriting 
across the key stages.  We use the Nelson interactive scheme to support our delivery of a 
structured teaching programme which: 
 ensures correct formation and orientation of letters. 
 develops consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing. 
 encourages a pride in presentation. 
 eases the transition from printing to joining. 

 
 
Objectives: 
 
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and 
literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their 
love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to 
ensure that all pupils:  

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  



 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions 
for reading, writing and spoken language  

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 

contexts, purposes and audiences  
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas  
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to 

others and participating in debate.  

 
Progression and continuity  
The basis for each year groups' work is found in the National Curriculum for English. Teachers will use a 
range of resources including interactive resources, books, newspapers, real life stimuli and ICT.  
 

 Progression and continuity are dependent upon teachers’ assessment of present achievement in 
knowledge, skills and concepts as well as previous learning experiences.  This knowledge then 
shapes the planning of future teaching.  To this end, assessment, target setting and planning 
processes are followed by all staff (see section 5). 

 The National Curriculum is followed to ensure continuity throughout English. In Reading, we use 
a ‘Reading Progression’ document in order to ensure progression in questioning.  

 Differentiation can be provided in a number of ways: by outcome, by adult support provided, by 
differentiating resources, by differentiating through planning or by task differentiation. 

 Teachers differentiate in short term planning in the way in which is considered most appropriate 
for the child, group or objective being taught. 

 
In English lessons, children will have the opportunities to participate in: 
 

 writing lessons  

 guided reading sessions (these are taught as a whole class or in guided groups)  
 spelling/phonic sessions 
 handwriting lessons  

 
The Medium and Short Term Planning ensures that clear learning objectives, outcomes and assessment 
criteria are highlighted at each stage. 
 
Progression is ensured as follows: 
 

In the Foundation Stage, children are given opportunities to: 
 speak, listen and represent ideas in their activities. 
 use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum. 
 become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication. 

 
At Key Stage One, children learn to: 
 develop confidence when speaking and listening. 
 read and write with increased independence and enthusiasm. 
 use language to explore experiences and imagination. 

 

At Key Stage Two, children learn to: 

 change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. 

 read a wide range of texts and respond to the different layers of meaning within them. 
 explore the structure and use of language. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
LEPP Guidelines for reading 

1.    Reading has a high visible profile. 

 Classroom environments promote reading. 

 Shared/public environments promote reading. 

 Range of reading materials are well displayed in classrooms. 

 Technology resources are available to support reading. 

 Reading resources are regularly refreshed. 

       2.   Children should access age related texts. 

 All children have opportunities to access Age Related (AR) texts regularly. 

 Strategies are used to support access to AR texts including pre-teaching and audio support. 

 Children access books from recommended AR lists, including fiction and non-fiction. 

3.    Children should access high quality texts. 

 Children will have access to books from recommended lists. 

 Children have access to a range of texts including poetry, fiction and non-fiction. 

4.    Reading provision is objective led.  

 All adults know and understand the key objective(s) in reading lesson. 

 Planning for reading is linked to NC objectives. 

 AR objectives for each year group should lead the teaching of reading. 

       5.    Questioning, modelling and metacognitive strategies are used by all adults. 
 

 All adults use recommended questions to develop inference and deduction. 

 Modelling is used regularly in reading lessons. 

 Children are exposed to model answers to comprehension questions. 

 All adults model thinking aloud when reading. 

6.    Children read actively and independently each day. 

 Children engage actively with texts daily e.g.  

o Asking/responding to questions. 

o Inference 

o Prediction 

o Explanation 

 Lesson planning includes opportunities in whole class, group, and individual reading for both active and 

independent learning. 

       7.   Children study fewer texts in greater depth. 
 

 Children regularly return to source text to study in depth. 

 Texts are chosen from recommended lists. 

 A limited range of quality texts are used with each class for in depth study. 

 Teachers have in depth knowledge of the books to be studied. 

 8.   Vocabulary, reading stamina and fluency are developed in all contexts. 

 Key vocabulary is introduced and pre-taught in all subjects. 

 Opportunities for reading are promoted in all subjects. 

 Opportunities to increase reading stamina and fluency are provided in a range of subjects. 

 Developing fluency/vocabulary and stamina are a key element in planning reading lessons. 

 
Differentiation and Entitlement: 
Our aim is to present a differentiated curriculum that extends and fulfils the needs and potentials of every 
learner. Differentiation is provided through: 
• the modification of tasks and activities that take into account individuals’ strengths and weaknesses and 
enable them to participate at an appropriate level 
• the provision of support by a teacher or TA 



• the expectations of outcomes of tasks and valuing individual achievements and contributions. 
 
Inclusion and Equality of Opportunities: 
Our school aims to be an inclusive school. Within the teaching of English, we aim to ensure that all pupils 
regardless of gender, ethnic origin, cultural background or ability have full access to the English curriculum. 
Teachers respond to diverse learning needs so that pupils are appropriately supported and challenged to 
experience success in learning and achieve as high standard as possible. 

 
Embedding in the curriculum and exploiting opportunities 
At White Laith, we have a cross curricular approach to learning. Topics are planned to apply skills across 
the curriculum. Questions are used to inspire and motivate children’s learning experience and deepen their 
understanding and involvement. Visits, visitors, resources and artefacts enhance the learning experience. 
Class novels link to topics and writing/reading opportunities are identified through these texts.    
 
Where possible we are hoping to involve the wider communities by: 
• Networking with other primary schools 
• Involving of other adults / children to enhance pupils’ experience 
 
 
Staff roles and responsibilities: 
The English subject leader is responsible for: 

 taking an overview of the whole school planning to ensure that there is continuity between year 
groups and that progression is taking place; 

 supporting colleagues in their medium and short term planning to support in developing pupils’ 
capability 

 identifying needs and arrange training so that all staff are confident in how to teach and assess 
English 

 preparing an annual Subject Standard Statement to be shared with Governing Body 
 monitoring overall standards and quality of teaching and learning  
 monitoring pupils’ overall progress on a regular basis so that potential underachievement can be 

identified and addressed as soon as possible  
 ordering, updating and allocating resources  
 keeping up to date with changes in the statutory orders and communicate it to staff 
 attending relevant courses 
 planning programme of INSET as part of the SDP 
 updating the SLT and the governing body on any developments or changes in the policy  
 managing the implementation of the school policy, updating the policy and scheme of work 

 
Class teachers are responsible for: 

 medium and short term planning 
 providing feedback to the English leader indicating resources and training needs 
 assessing the work and progress of pupils  
 looking after and returning resources 
 participating and acting upon training  
 ensuring that English is taught daily 

 
Assessment, record keeping and reporting 
The National Curriculum descriptors are used to describe the range of performance that the majority of 
pupils' will characteristically demonstrate at the end of each year.  It is expected that most children will 
achieve the standard of the appropriate End of Key Stage Description. Teachers will indicate the extent to 
which a pupils' attainment relates to this expectation. This will be based on the ongoing informal 
assessments the teacher makes which is integral to teaching. Records of planning for each year group will 
provide information on the range of experiences and activities our children have encountered. 
 
Assessment is both formative and summative and is used to support teaching and learning and inform 
future planning. (See assessment policy).  In KS2, Rising Stars reading assessments are used on a half 



termly basis. Grammar assessments are carried out half termly and Grammar Hammer is used on a weekly 
basis to assess grammar techniques.  
 
Feedback to pupils 
We give children verbal feedback on their work whenever possible. We usually do this when the children 
are working during the lesson, although we sometimes give feedback on a particular lesson at the 
beginning of the next one. When lesson time does not allow for verbal feedback, we write comments on 
the children's work during marking. We give written comments to children of all ages.  

When we give written feedback to a child, we relate this to the Learning Outcome and/or Success Criteria 
for the lesson as well as referring to individual writing targets. We make clear whether the objective has 
been met, and we produce evidence to support our judgement. If we consider that the objective has not 
been met, we make it clear why we think so. In either case, we identify what the child needs to do in order 
to produce (even) better work in the future. 

Having children assess their own or each other's work can be very effective, because it enables them to 
clarify their ideas on progressing to the next step. Success Criteria are provided which enable the pupils to 
do this effectively. KAGAN strategies are used in order to facilitate peer assessment.  

We allow time during lessons for the children to absorb any comments written on their work, to answer 
any questions written on it by the teacher, and also to ask any questions of their own. There may also be 
improvements they can work on during this time.  

 
Monitoring and review: 
Monitoring is carried out regularly by the English subject leader in the following ways: 
• Informal discussion with staff and pupils 
• Delivery of planning / lesson observation 
 Book scrutiny  

 Pupil interviews  
• Observation of displays 
 
Feedback is provided to staff, senior managers and governors following monitoring. It is used to inform 
CPD needs. Any resource requirements are also identified and purchased according to needs and budget as 
stated in school development plan. Resources requirement are clearly laid out in each unit of work and 
readily available for each member of staff to use. 
This policy is a practical working document for the teaching and learning of English throughout the school. 
It is therefore subject to regular review in the light of experience, monitoring and changes to national 
guidance. 

Moderation of standards 

All subject leaders study examples of children's work within their subject area. Subject leaders use the 
national exemplification materials to make judgements about the levels of the children's work. All our 
teachers discuss these levels, so that they have a common understanding of the expectations in each 
subject. 

Opportunities to moderate judgements are planned throughout the year. Writing moderation takes place 
half termly. By doing this, we ensure that we make consistent judgements about standards in the school. 

It is each subject leader's responsibility to ensure that the samples that they keep of children's work reflect 
the full range of ability within each subject.  

 
The Governors ensure that the statutory requirements are met. 
 
This policy will be reviewed every three years, or earlier if necessary. 

 
 
 
 


